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Tin: cli'orts which Great Britain and the United States are 
milking for the conversion of the world, constitute the chief 
uloiy of the age in which we live. Compared witli the strug- 
iilea and triumphs of Christian benevolence, how insi^ynificant 




])atronage and protection , 
tlio plots of politicians, and the cabals of com'ts, and the quar- 
leLs of ])()tentates, and the downfall of empires, are interesting 
to the Christian and the philanthro])ist, only in proportion a« 
titey ])repare the way, by the removal of okl obstacles, for the 
univei'sal diftusion of the principles of peace, and truth, and 
rigliteonsness. How consolatory and sustainino-, when cover- 
ed with obloquy, and surrounded by difficulties and dangerF:, 
tlie luliection, that, if we are engaged in a work which has 
hk-m undertaken in obedience to the Divine will, and stands 
c<)iuiected with the purposes which God designs to accomplish 
t'liough the instrumentality of man, w^e have laid hold u]3on 
the ouuiipotence of Jehovah, are guided by a wisdom that 
cannot err, covered with a shield wiiich no hostile weapon can 
penetrate, and have an object before us, which, Ijeing linked to 
tlJo plans of the Eternal, shall assuredly be accomplished. 
; lie scei'ct of the success of modern religious enterprises is to be 
iyAuul in their conformitfj tcitk the spirit and end of the Gospel, and 
<he conmiands laid upon the church of Christ. The work of 
tiio world's regeneration will advance, just in proportion as a 
y mpie reliance upon the promise of God', and the sufficiency of 
/'lij wisdom and strength, shall take the jilace of a confidence 
iiuniaii policy and human power. Acting in obedience to 
pivine direction, with undoubting faith in a Divine promise, 
' Jdl thnig are possible.'^ " God is on our side ; we sliall not 
I'e gmitly moved." Amidst the suggestions of worldly wisdom, 
•^Jia the falterings of human weaiciicss, a voice coirjcs forth 
|i'0!ti the excellent glory, saving, " Fear not. for 1 am with 
i^-'c; he not dismayed, for 1 am thy (iod : I will strenixthen 
^(''^ ; yea. J will liclp thee ; vea, I'will uphold thee with the 
"^-^nt jiand of my righteousness."'— Isaiah xli. 10, 
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i have deemed these remarks not iiiapj: .'opriate as an intro- 
(hiction to the notice of the females of Britain, of the great 

CAUSE OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, 

A cause closely and inseparahly connected vvitli the success 
of every scheme for the evangelization of the world — the triumph 
of which must be achieved, ere the heralds of the cross can go 
forth without obstruction, or the word of the Lord have free 
course and be olorified anion the heathen. 

It is matter of deep regret, that many who evinced an active 
and commendable zeal in the recent struggle for the overthrow 
of Colonial Slavery, have either retired from the field, or re- 
lapsed into an attitude of apathii^ not to say indifference. Of 
these, some think their work done ; others dispute the wisdom 
or the right of interfering with slavery beyond the limits of 
British territory ; while others deem the attempt to obtain the 
universal emancipation of the slaves throughout Christendom, 
an object, wdiich, however desirable and praiseworthy, is ut- 
terly lio])eless. To all such, both male and female, 1 w^ould, 
with every proper feeling of respect and deference, address my- 
self, beseeching them to ponder the facts about to be stated, 
and at the same time to take an enlightened and Christian 
view of their influence and responsibility. If they will do 
this, I doubt not the result. They will see that they cannot, 
in the present state of the world, without guilt, occupy a posi- 
tion of neutralH^f. Under a constraining sense of duty, they 
will again gird on the panoply of God, and go forth to the holy 
war of light, and truth, and love, against the ]>rinciples wdiicli 
make and keep so many millions of our race slaves. 

Before w^e proceed to a general view of the question beforo 
us, let us look at home. Our attention is first demanded to 
the 

BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY SLAVERY, 

Under the name of Apprenticeship, in the West Indies, the 
Cape of Good Hope, and Mauritius. The people of Great Bri- 
tain demanded immediate, total, and unconditional emancipa- 
tion. Three hundred and thirty-nine delegates from Anti- 
Slavery Associations assembled in London in the month of 
April 18'S3, demanded immediate, total, and luiconditioiin] 
emancipation; and solemnly assured his Majesty's ministerf^, 
that they would offer all constitutional resistance to the men- 
sure about to be brought forward, if it compromised the prin- 
ciple of immediatism, oi* recognised the right of the planter to 
compensalion, or, professing to give entire freedom to the negro, 
left him half a J'reeman, aiidbaif a daveT The " OracVi:'' 
replied, Tlic measui-e shall be safe and satisfartorn.^^ Tho 
I fth of May ai-rivcd ; iho grand disclosure was made ; and. 
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1() ! it a})))eared ri<:ht in the {.'ves of an Anti-Slavery Acliiiinis- 
tiou (P) to make the measure ^' sufc^^" hy apprenticing t]io 
n(;uTO ; and ^'atif^Jadurii^' hy twenty millions to the 

jdauters ! Some of the aholitionists declared themselves thank- 
fid for the measure ; others satisfied themselves with cxpress- 
inu' useless regrets, and uttering secret uuu*nuu's ; while others 
did what they could to rouse the coinitry to an etrbctual oppo- 
sition. The measure end)raeing " apprenticeship" and " com- 
Ijcnsation'' was ultimately cari'ied ; and as two years and a half 
have elapsed since the 1st August l'SJj4 (the day on which the 
act came into operation), we are now in circumstances to judge 
of its wisdom aiul henelicencc, as hefore we were of its absti'act 
('<iuitird\vl judlce. 'I'lie foUowijig tacts* will show what (for 
the present) we ha\X' received for our twenty millions : — 

Kxtract from a lettov of tho Iimlu'st authorii v in the hands of the 
IViends of the negro : — 

Yes, sir, the (Jiritish) I'arlianusnt, it is true, passed a hiw, in 
Avliich tlie hogging of females luider any circumstances was prcdiilnteil. 
The ])lanters ])assed the same enactment, hut witli a rider attached to it 
in the sliape of a proviso, that the)' shall he suhjeetto any })oli(:c mjula- 
fioihs ('(jua/li/ affecting pey.soihs of free condition. Noav, free persons are 
si lduni, if ever, sent to the workhouse ; it is quite safe, therefore, to 
fi iune regulations )touii}iai'if/ aftectiug all parties. In this way the Plan- 
ters have secured the continnanee of female tiotrging ! Sir, vou may 

sio}) this gaj)., hut rely iipon it, for every gap you do stop, the Planter 
\vi]l contrive to open a dozen fresh ones. Therefore do 1 re])eat the as- 
si-rtiou, tluit nothing short of al)solute freedom will cure the evils of 
slavery, "^ cs, sir, women are still tlogged, and tliat, too, with a measure 
(!f atr(>cioiis cruelty, far outsti'i])])ing the latter years of slaveiy. With- 
in tlie last nu)nth, two cases have come to uiy knowledge, both women 
vv iili infants at the breast, sent to the v;orklior.s(i l)y special magistrates ; 
the lU^sh wiis literally torn from their hack ; you could not stick a pin 
b( tworn the sores.' 'JTie infants of these poor women were hrought to 
nu> verge of the grave hy the dieauful condition to which the mothers 
Wv're reduced." 

The following facts avc from a medical man who had an otheial situ- 
ation in .lamaica, and resided there twenty years. They are addressed 
to a ^k'niher ()f the )5ritish Parliamom : — 

In aj){)ortioning their punishments, few magistrates ol)serve any dis- 
crimination as to age, sex, condition, or ])revious character. Women 
With sucking childron, and pre,L;-naiit W'>nieu, are sentenced to the work- 
house to work iii chains aiid colliirs, ;ind to w;;lk the trcad-mill (and by 
the Wiiy, it is ii notorious fact, tliat woincii ;ire fre<iuently Hogged on 
these trciid-mills). A j)j)rentices of tin- tiest ehiiriicter arc ruthlessly (Un- 
graded hy 1)ehig sent to the workiiouse, to ass(jciate with the most de- 
]' raved and worthless cliarjicters." 

Kxtract of a letter from a late Stipendiary .Magistrate, <l;ited .himaica, 
Ar-ril 1, :— 

'Sou can conceive nothing more tlioronglily b.oi'riblc tl^ai! the sys- 
tem oj" coerced labour, under the aj^prenticcNliip hiw." 

Taken iVoia tho " Kicventli HepoiM dt'lho kadio" ^scirro"- iMiciul Socifti 
t'inniiiuham. West )'»:-om\vicli/' \c. ]><'M^. 



Till' I'tlluwiui^ is iVoiii a ,i;t'i) {](.'! nan w»'ll l.iiowii in Ijiriiiiii^Iiaiii : — 
Tliroiigh <^ivat iiiercv weave all well, and luatti'i-s ai-c (|iiict, whieli 
wonld not be the case were not the negroes the must jfatient ])eople on 
earth! O this eursed aj)])rentieeshij> ! N'othin,;;- hut bluod, niui'derous 
eells, and eliains ! 1 tliink neai-ly foj-tv y()iin,<^ and (dd females j)ass my 
door in cdiains cvcr\' niorninii'. Not one stdiool vet established, while 
most ahominahle eeils and ti-ead-mills are i.lein^• erected ail over the 
island ! This to prepare the pool' nei^roes I'or frec(h)ni." 

" Several uF the slaves liave said to me in the bitterness of tlieir sor- 
rcnv, '• that they wished thing's had remaine{l as they v.'ere hefore.' Vnr 
this J always cheek tliem, an.d cal! to their minds the fact, that at rln> 
end of six years they will i>e fi'ee. They reply, hut if our owners are 
so hard upon us, we siuill not live till then." 

A commuiiication of the l-lth of March, i!>-T>. states, th;it "'during- 
the time martial law existed, a great number of women were i'logged 
in St Christoj.dier's." 

" The Sjiecial r,ijjgistiates in that island, v.ith two exce})tioriS, liavc 
all given jtermission to iiog the small gangs on estates, both males and 
females." 

Such a i'c\ (']nti()n of lioi'i'oi's should awjikoii the dorniaitt: 
zeal Jind colhiDscd cne!-<»ie.s ol' ihij nation. The haruaiii was, 
tliat the iieofO shoiihl he //vr, — lie i.-; still a {^./arr. That woman 
sliotdd ho not oiilv free, Ini!: ni'oteeted ih)\n the lash, — she is 
still a slave, ami still snhjei't to the hrutalizinu' and hh)od ex- 
tf)i'tina' wliii). In a letter reeentlv sent to this cotintry hv Mr 
yeol)le, vviio, with that aniiahle and distinpiiislied philaiithro- 
j)ist, Joseph Stui'ae, l']s(j. of Hirniinghani, is engaged in a tonr 
of inqniry tliroiigli the AV'est India islands iiml colonics, there 
is tlie foliowino- impoi-tant testijiiony: — " \\'ith respect to the 
aj>])renticed labourers. My detestation of the system mider 
which they are j)laced is not ahated one jot. \ have seen as 
well as heard enoiiu'li to eortvinee me, that it woidd he intoler- 
ahle hut for the vvatclifnl sUj)eryisioit of the .ivveciitive."" 

Yet, this is ti'e condition in vyliich Afi> -t^tanley said tlie 
neofo would vwjoy i-rcrii rinht and ercrif pric/l'-uu; of a ritKi-: 
man.'' Arc chains, duu<rfous, stri[)es, the collar, the stocks, 
and the tread-n.iill, — tlie rights'' and " privileocs" ui " vkvm 
and unotfending nien*' ami voiut^n ? Shall this system con- 
tinue till August 1, J MO? Shall we be irinocent (if die hlood 
of our hrother and sistei-, if, ^yitliout any eiibri; to shorten its 
dm-ation, we leave it to die out, seeing every hour of the 
period is crowded with tlie wrongs of iinpiiid, insulted, and 
tortin'e<l British Mihjects? Are not vre the liolders of these 
slaves? Is not the Act under which tluw .-ire thus treated, 
om- Act, and not the Act of a Colonial Assenihly? Did we 
not pay the price ( l';^')JHHl()()()) to hu.y them av/'of the house 
(d'hondage ? if tliey are still Jn it, do we not hold the kev ? 
and shall we he ileterred from o]»enii]g the ])risoi] door-, hv a 
fear of di^;pleasing a (Icspotic plaiiter. or iuconvenieiiciiio- a 
Colonial Sn retai-y. or <}isnirhini^- the plans of n Ihnne Adnn- 
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iiistraliiJii li(-t the ])eoj>le aiiswcr, wlio liavc twice awakened 
to a sense of duty tlie slviiuberiiig guardians of l-Jritisli liberty ! 

TlIK SAFETY AXD ADVANTAGES OF ni^IKDJATK 

F.AIAN'CIPATION 

have ^":er. abiiiidantly shown in the results which have followed 
I he wise legislation of the planters of Antigua and the Bernni- 
<las. In these colonies unabridged freedom was bestowed upon 
the negroes instead of apprenticeship, and all parties have been 
uiiiuci's. 'ilie negroes gratefully acce])ted the boon, and pro- 
rcodcd to demonstrate their fitness for it, by betaking themselves, 
as willing, self-articled labourers, to the cultivation of the grounds 
upon which they had previously spent coerced and uncompen- 
sated toil. No njan's property has been deteriorated. No pause 
ill the agricnltui'al or commei-cial energy of the islands has taken 
place. In Antigua, many of the plantations have been even more 
productive under the neic, than they were under the old sys- 
tem ; and so <ireat has hccn the willing subordination of the 
negroes, and so undisturbed the tranquility of the island, that 
not an alarm-qini has been fired since the hour that witnessed 
the deliverance of the colonies from the curse, calamities, and 
uiiilt of slaverv. Let us next glance at 

OIJK DUTY TO THE WEST INDIES, 

There is still a erent work to do for the inhabitants of these 
louo; enslaved and miso'overncil colonies. The woi'k of edu- 
•^ation, happily coiinnenced, nuist be ]m)sccuted Avith liberality 
and vio'our. ()ne hundred and thirtv thousand children, nude]* 
rhe age of six years, look to\\'ard the p.'^rent cou?)try foi* in- 
struction. Neaidv five hundredi thousand necjroes, of various 
ages, are willing and waiting to be taught. They must not 
hu |)ennitted to look in vain for the education we arc bound, 
hy our pi'otessio]!, and past zeal for their emanci])ation, to 
hestow upon them. If we would perfect the work we have 
coinnienced ; if we would substitute the reign of ])rin- 
*'?jtle for tiie reign of ])ower; if we would compensate for suc- 
cessive ages of rol)l)ei'y and wrong; if we would make our 
e\])erimcnt n jxjwerful example and a rich blessing to all the 
<>tlu-r liations of the world ; and cause the Islands of the West 
t'» l)eco})ie Jiiu'serios for missionaries and teachers, who shall 
iiereafter go iVom thence to the benighted continent of Africa, — 
must not fold our hands, but ])r()m])tly second the eli'orts 
of Bible, and Missionary, and School Societies. If what is 
flemauded be done (juickly, it may reasonably be ex])ecte(L 
that in a few years from tlic ])i-esent time, the funds now re- 
quu-ed for lliese j^roniising fields will no longer be iu?eded, but 
that, on the c-outi'nrv. the W'v<t Indies will become a som'ce 
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I'ovomio, uf !)(>tli men and money, to tlie Kvano-elical liene- 
volent Societies of this eonntry. Thonuli tliere is imieh in 
the system at ])R'sent that eal'ls foi- immediate eoeivetion oi- 
entire removal, yet is the 

l'IU)Sl>KCT OV TilK COLOXIKS 

full of cneoura;!.^einent. 'J1ie day is a])})roaching when white 
soldiers shall no lonoei- be needed to defend tlieni from foreign 
aooression, or keep down n spirit of servile rebellion ; — when 
biaek, and brown, and yellow- men, shall sit in the Council, 
and in the Asseiid)ly, with their fairer competitors for colonial 
honours, and evince as much skill in legislation and debate as 
ever did the wbitest of their tyrants in former days ; — when 
Jamaica shall have her societies for sending the l^ible, the 
missionary, and the catcchist, to the unenlightened parts of the 
world; — when West India ])ulpits shall bo supjdied with 
talented and devoted men from among the sun-burnt descend- 
ants of Mizraim and Cush ; — when delegations of coloured 
brethren shall visit our shores, and delight oui* hearts by tell- 
ing us what their constituents are doing in cori junction with 
ourselves for the illumination of the world ; — when the glo- 
I'ious tidings of tlic Gospel shall be carried from Jamaica to 
Cuba and St Domingo, and every adjacent isle; and the Gulf, 
and the Cari'ibbean Sea, and the southern shores of the Western 
Continent rejoice in the light of freedom and of truth ; — when 
a happy and hospital)le population shall welcome to equal pri- 
vileges, and a more genial clime, those of their brethi'en who 
shiver amidst the biting frosts of Nova Scotia and tlie Canadas ; 
— wlieii a free and j)owerful connnnnity of coloured men shall 
lift u]) theii* voice, and, in tones of mingled pity and ])ower, 
demand, in tlie name of humanity and God, the redemption 
of their race throughout the world ! 

Who would not take a part in bringing near this happy day ? 
Lovers of freedom, l^hilanthro])ists, and Christians, the eyes of 
the world are n])on you. flighty are the issues of your great 
ex])erin\cnt ! See to it that nothing is left undone to make it 
a happy and triumphant one. 

r^efore we congratulate ourselves U]ion the victory of abolition 
j)rinciples throughout the British Empire, we must effect the 
extinction of 

KAST INDIA Sl.AVRHY. 

The subject of slavery \u the Iv-ist Indies has remained 
com])aratively umu)tice(l. It is, however, a])parent to those 
who have consulted the nources of informatio?! (limited as they 
are) ()])en on this to]>ic, that shivery of all kinds exists to a 
vcrv va^t extent throu!/hout our British East India tt-rritorieH. 



aiul thdt nuiuy of its features are of the most revolting and 
atrocious character. In jMaiabar alone, under the Presidency 
of ^ladras, there are, it a})])ears, uj)\vards of one hundred thou- 
mud slare.^ who are absolute projDcrty, as much as the cattle 
u])Oii a man's estate, aiul in a condition of moral and j^hysical 
deo-radation, as abject as can be conceived. " The very ap- 
])earanee of them,'" says Mr Baber, in his evidence before a 
Committee of the House of Lords, " particularly those in the 
south-east parts, bes])eaks their wretcdiodness. Small in sta- 
ture, spare arms and legs, with large stomachs ; in iiict, more 
like baboons than men. Perha])s there is no person who has 
had the opportunity I have had of seeing and knowing these 
unhaj^jpy creatui'es." It is probable that under the Madras 
Presidency there are upwards of half a million of slaves ! 

in the i5efi^::al Presidencv, both the Mahomedans and the 
HuKioos practise slavery to a very great extent. The number 
of those ^vho are held in servitude, including every gradation, 
is beyond coniputation. It is perhaps not too much to say, that, 
throughout the districts of Bengal, there arc from three to 
live millions of our fellow-subjects in bondage, — the character 
of their bondao-c differing, of course, according to the caste to 
which they belong, and the nature of their employment, some 
being predial^ and others domestic slaves. 

Ill the Island of Ceylon there are about twenty thousand 
})redial slaves. 

In 1(S38, the Ministers of the Crown proposed the imme- 
diate a})olition of slavery throughout British India. The 
measure was modified in the House of Commons, and finally 
went from that assembly to the House of JiOrds, with a 
clause fixing the 1:2th of April, 1837, as the day for giving 
absolute freedom to the slaves of British India. Tlie Members 
of the Upper House, however, bowed to the will of the Direc- 
tui'H of the East India Company, and rejected the measu' 
They did more : they made the* liberty of millions of our tel- 
low-subjects dependant on the legislation of absentee East 
India Proprietoi-s in Leadenhall Street, London. Wc have 
nothing to hope^ from East India Stockholders at home; 
nothing to hope from European residents abroad. The slaves 
ot India look to the opponents of colonial despotism in Eng- 
land for their deliverance. Deny them ?/o?fr aid, and they 
must wear the yoke till death. This must not be. The 
united voice of Britain must rouse the imperial ParHament to 
attention : our petitions must make known the facts of the 
case, and our " continual coming''' constrain our rulers to 
^' proclaim liberty throughout all the land," and send the life- 
blood of British freedom 

" through every vein 
Of all our empire, that where Britain's power 
Is felt, mankind may feel her mcrcv too." 

A 



x 

\Ve turn to the slate of C'liristoiRloiu at lai'oc, in roferciU'e 
to slavorv and the slave trade. 

A GENERAl. VIEW OF CHRISTIAxX SLAVERY 

will show what yet remains to he done, and justify an earnest 
appeal to a Christian and Anti-slavery puhlie, for sympathy 
and vigorous effort in the work of universal emancipation. 
AVe say nothinfj in what follows of the slaverv of British India. 
There are, — 

In the United States, .... 2,o00,000 slaves. 

In Brazil, ...... 2,000,000 slaves. 

Ill the Spanisli Possessions, . . . 500,000 slaves, 

hi the French Possessions, . . . ;300,000 slaves. 

In tlie Possessions of Portugal, Denmark, Holland, &c. 200,000 slaves. 
Add to these, the victims ot prejudice in the United 
States, — tlic afflicted and down-trodden free (so 
ealhjd) people of colour : the masterlcss slaves of 
America, ..... 500,000 

And we have before us, . . 6,000,000 

(Six Millioks) of human heings prostrate heneath the hoof 
of a relentless tyranny, for no other crime than the colour of 
their skins ! AVhat mind can grasp the amount of injustice, 
misery, pollution, and soul-murder, comprised in this most im- 
pious and inhuman system ? Five millions, five hundred 
thousand human heings held in a state of hrutal subjection by 
nominally Cliristian nations i Odious and diabolical con- 
spiracy against the liberties of mankind ! Half of these are 
found in the tar-famed Republican States of Noilh America : 
the land of liberty ; the asylum for the oppressed of all nations, 
— where it is declared that "all men are horn free and equal^^'' 
nnd that " resistance to tyrants is obedience to God." America ! 
the land of the pilgrims, — the land of Eliot, and Edwards, and 
Hancock, and Adams, and Franklin, and Washington ! In 
this land of revivals, and educational and missionary operations, 
and saints, and heroes, and philosophers, and liberators, there 
are tuukk millions of oppressed human beings; two millions 
live hundred thousand in a state of brutal subjection to the 
avarice, lust, and power, of irresponsible masters, and the rest 
shut out fi'om every social ])rivilpge, on account of their con- 
nexion (near or remote, it is the same) with the African race. 
Ijct the females of this land of libertv, where woman dwells 
in peace and security, remember that three millions of the 
slaves of C'lii-jstendom are of their own form and sex — their 
sisters! sisters "-in bonds!'' writhing under the lash! robbed of 
tlieir oHspring ! toiling beneath a vertical sun on the sugar 
plantations of ih'azil, or the rice swam]->s of Carolina ! gro])ing 
llicir \Aav to cternitv throuoh worse tlian heatluMi (hnkness ' 



tons of thousands of them brutahzed by the system below a 
.sense of shame, or any feeUng of self-respect ! In their impo- 
tence, their benightedness and woe, they stretch their hands to- 
wards Britain ! Every breeze from the v/est comes freighted 
with their sighs and groans ! Daughters of this favoured land ! 
can you turn a deaf ear to iheir entreaties and their complaints? 
Can you sit unmoved amidst the blessings which freedom and 
(In-istianity have showered around you ? Have you no tears 
to shed ? no prayer to pi-esent to the Avenger of the oppressed ? 
no voice of remonstrance for the ear of the oppressor, cr;/ing, 
in sympathetic agony, " Remember you were born of woman ! 
0, sj)are my sister I 0, reverence our common nature I"' 

We pass from the six millions in the bonds of slavery and 
prejudice, to notice a gigantic evil growing out of the system, 
and perpetuated by it, viz. : — 

THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

YoM have read the Works of the venerable Clarkson, and 
the Speeches of the classic and silver-tongued Wilberforce 
(now m heaven), and have perhaps exulted in the thought that 
through the labours of these truly great men and their coad- 
jutors^ the Foreign Slave Trade had been abolished. It is true 
that our nation has been free from the disgrace and guilt of 
carrying on this traffic since 1807 ; but think you, Africa is 
.saved from the machinations of the Christian broker in the 
trade of blood that her tribes are no longer molested ? that 
her shores are no more polluted by the stealthy step of the 
felon foe,— the spoiler of her chihiren, and the destroyer of her 
])eace? Be not deceived. Tlie vultures and vam pyres of 
i^^urope and America are still draining her blood, — her villages 
are still fired, — her tow^ns are still ravaged, — her deserts aro 
still trodden by troops of chained and w^ecping captives, ever 
and anon falling phrenzied and fainting to the earth ! Slave 
tactories still line the banks of the rivers and the shores of the 
Atlantic. Upwards of one hundred thousand negroes are an- 
nually put on board the slavers trading to Africa, and either 
(lie amidst the indescribable horrors of the middle passage, or 
are sold in the human flesh shambles of foreign Christian (!) 
countries.* 

To obtain one hundred thousand slaves, more than double 
that number must perish on the continent in the wars foment- 
ed between tribes and nations, and in the transit from the far 
interior down to the coast. Who can hope for the civilization, 

Let me earnestly recommend to all who are desirous of knowing the history 
of the slave-trade since the British Abolition Act, to procure, w ithout delay, a 
pamphlet compiled with great ability and care, by Robert Stokes, Esq. the 
■"^(•cretary of the Anti-Slavery Society, is, Aldcrmanbury, T.ondon. To !).• 
iTOPurrd thr<)Uf]^h the booksellers. 
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still less for the conversion, of Africa, to the faith of the Cross, 
while such a trade continues I Africa, with her teeming mil- 
lions, is heyond the pale of successful missionary enterj)rise, 
while she is the victim of the rapacity of the banded flesh- 
mongers of the civilized (?) world. The remedy foii the 

SLAVE TllADE IS THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. The market 

must be annihilated before the supplij will cease. Treaties, 
conventions, commissions, and cruisers are all in vain, while 
high prices are offered for the persons of men. While the 
grand incentive continues, there will ever be men sufficiently 
greedy for gold, and reckless of danger, to embark in, and suc- 
cessfully carry on the trade. Our efforts should be directed 
against slaven/. When the slave systems of America are 
broken up, the African slave-trade will die a natural death. 
Till then, no mortal blow can be struck at the slave-trade. 

Let me now perform the grateful task of introducing to the 
atteiitiou of the females of Britain, more particularly to the at- 
tention of iho 0 who are, or have been, the members of Anti- 
Slavcrv Societies, 

THE APPEAL 

To the Clii istian women of the Southern States of America, to 
which the foregoing general view^ of slavery and the slave- 
trade in Christendom, is intended as a preflice. The following 
pages are from the ])en of Miss Angelina E. Griinke of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina (a slave state), a lady of distinguished fa- 
mily connexions, great moral w^orth, of peculiarly engaging 
manners, and undoubted ])iety. It was n\y ])rivilege to be- 
come acquainted with Mis^s Grimke during a visit to Philadel- 
phia two years ago= Her fervent zeal in the cause of the 
slave, blended with a nia^mer peculiarly soft and unostenta- 
tious, produced a deeji im])ression upon my mind. I can bear 
t'^stiiH<;nv to the hi<rh estinKition in which she is held by the 
wise ajul g,>o(l of her native country. She left, T believe, the 
State of lier birth, that Aio n\iol\t escape from the polluted at- 
mosjjliere of slavery, and mijigle w^itli those who sigh and cry 
for the n])t>ininations which are done in the land. \V''ith her 
sister, wiio shares her zeal, she is devoted to the cause of abo- 
lition, and is at tlie ])resent time engaged in delivering ad- 
dresses to select meetings of females on the subject of slavery. 
Foi- the production of her |>en, now brought under the eye of 
the British reader, I need do little more than ask a serious ])c- 
rusal. It bears ample evidence of liaving been dictated by a 
mind full of yearning pity for them that are in bonds,'' and 
dee[) solicitude on account of those of the female sex who 
stand connected, by administration, with the demoralizing sys- 
tem of domestic slavery. Her pamphlet is characterized by 
liigh uiibending 'prinripie. sound reasoning, just views of the 



extent of the Divine law and the spirit of the Gospel, and a 
tone of exquisitely tender and touching expostulation. It is 
eminently fitted to affect the conscience of the party addressed. 
The writer is well ac(iuainted with the chief ohjections m^cd 
against enuincipation and the abolition movement., and has wise- 
ly directed her attention to these. 11 er hook is an ahle expo- 
sure of the fallacies hy which it is sought to palliate shiAxny, 
and a generous aiul powerful vindication of the niotivTs and 
measures of the innnediate abiditionists. Two or three thou- 
sand copies of the Apj)eal have been sent into the slave states, 
and but few of thoni have been returned. IVlay the blessing of 
(rod make them extensively useful ! The pamphlet has 
rendered signal service to the cause in the Northern States. 
Those who are not converted by i ts arguments, are pleased and 
conciliated by its spirit and temper. 

THE ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES 

lias called into activity a vast amount of mind. There is no 
one topic, apart from politics, upon which so much is written 
as the subject of slavery ; and certainly no to])ic besides, upon 
which what is written (on the u^i /-Slavery side), is more in 
accordance with the spirit and precepts of the Gospel. The 
abolitionists of America, in the prosecutionof their great object, 
have had to contend with op])osition of every conceiA^able kind. 
They have been assailed in their persons, their property, and 
their reputation ; but have, nevertheless, evinced, throughout 
the struggle hitherto, the most heroic devotedness to their 
principles. Soon after the first promulgation of the doctrine 
of Innnediate Emancipation,* an appeal was made to this 
country for sympathy and help. In aus^^'er to that appeal, I 
undertook a mission to the United States, and spent fourteen 
nioiiihs in lecturing in different parts of the Northern and 
Eastern States. W lieu, in compliance with the earnest en- 
treaties of many anxious friends (who dreaded the fate which 
they clearly saw awaited inc if 1 continued in the country), I 
embarked on my return to these shores, I left behind me be- 
tween oOO and 400 associations in connexion with a National 
Society. These associations have since increased to the luim- 
ber of <S00, and arc ])rosecutij)g with unjiaralled energy the 
great (ibject they have set before them. My beloved friend, 
Mr (iarrison, in a letter, dated .lanuary 10, 18o7, thus sketches 
the present state of the cause : — 

The aiiti-slavcrv caiise is marching onward with astonishing celerity ; 
anil it is i\o\v the all-viervading impression, both at the nortli and the 
south, that that cause is cvc long to be completely victorious. Mobs 

The first society upon t!.ic basis of Immediate Emancipation wa*; formed in 
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are now quite rare, — the brutal crisis seems to have passed away ; and 
tiiough we meet with sturdy opposition in various quarters, yet we al- 
ways keej) tlie mastery. The nuinl)er of our societies increases too fast 
for me to keep an accurate reckoning. It cannot he less tlum HOO, and 
may amonnt to 1000, and still it continues to augment. But the 
strongest proof of onr growth, — the most sulilime manifestation of our 
whole-hearted determination to conquer by one decisive efibrt, — is seen 
in the fact, that we have commissioned no less than sevkmy agents to 
so forth and give battle to a corrupt public sentiment, — all good men 
and true, — all, it\ore oi- less able and successful lecturers, — a large ])or- 
tion enlistod during the war, and othei's for a limited period. I believe 
the xYorhi Jifty seen itotiiing like this smco the seventy disciples were 
yeut ibrth by our Lovt!. Only think of it, seventy men, official agents, 
Dk-adiisg with th«- r>oorde night and day ! If, in a cause like this, the 
pvijjuisje is, Uiftt an«^ sliiill cliase a iiiousuud, and two put ten thonsfiiid 
to flight, vvhat, uu<kr' OikI, nuiy not tbis sacmiiiental Jiost achieve ?" 

Notwitlistaudiiig tins extraordioury successj tlie abolitionists 
of the United States increasinijlv feel the 

NECESSITY AND VALUE OF BKlTJSH BYMPATHY, 

The cluirclies of the slave states are, with few exceptions, ar- 
rayed in opposition to the friends of the oppressed.* The Go- 
vernment and Congress treat with rudeness and contempt the 
])etiti()ns of the peo]>le, pra> ing for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave-trade at the seat of Government rj* and the slave- 
holders and politicians of the South continue to oppose, by the 
most atrocious outi-ages and iniquitous laws, the progress of 
right sentiment in the slave states. In these circumstances, 
the friends of humanity and freedom throughout America, look 
to the people of this country for the assistance which they are 
fidly able and warranted to aflbrd. Their language is, — 

" Our pride may revolt at the idea of foreign interference, but it will 
be the interference iiof of force., but of tublhj opinion, against which our 
fleets and armies will be of no avail." — Jiiflye Jay. 

shall need the combined efforts of Christians of all denomina- 
tions among yon^ — let them all move onward together." — William Lloyd 
Garrison. Again he says, " Tell the Christians of Great Britain who 
have sent over theii* remonstrances against our accursed slave system, 
that they are helping us miylitily." 

We are more than ever convinced that the sympathv of great iuu- 
TAiN, and of Kuro])e at large, will be fatal to the cause of our enemies." 
—Professor Wright^ Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society. 

Already we feel the strong tide of British Sympathy hearing ns on- 
irard. The enemies of liberty feel and dread it. Go on, and may God 
bless yon !" — John (J. UliitHer^ l£sq. Mendjer of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature. 

* Moot joyfully do T rofer to tlu! present state of the Presbyterian churches in 
Kentucky. The synod of that state has published an address on the subject of 
slavery, worthy of the dcopc.-ft attention. 1 have furnished a few short extracts 
from this truly interesting and valuable doeumont in the Appendix (See No. 
IV.) Lot the American churches perform tlicir duty in reference to slavery. 
!),'(! it will b(> speedily banished from the land. 

f I^ce .\p)'eu(b-;. No. ^^ 



'riu; noble and Cliristiiin conduct of ecclesiastical bodies on your side 
dl' tlie Atlantic, hu.s- cliccrrd iw (jmithj." — Lewif Tappan^ Esq. 

Wliat ciMi you do in England to aid us ( Much. Wo feci that you 
'.Viv. aiding us, while labouring with God's help to envelope your island 
in an atmosphere in which an American tyrant, and the abettor of ty- 
rants, camiot breathe." — Rev 11. C. WrUjht of Boston. 

1 have selected the above short sentences from a multitude 
of letters, all speaking the same language. 1 feel confident the 
appeal will not be made in vain. 

Britain ! the nations knoAV thv voice : 
Tis thine to make the awful choice ; 
'Tis thine to bid a world rejoice, 

Or close the gates of Liberty ! 

THE FEMALES OF THE UNITED STATES 

Have, many of them, been amongst the most zealous and effi- 
cient advocates of the cause of enslaved American citizens. 
Associated for the ])urpose, they have obtained funds, diffused 
information, and procured thousands of signatures to Anti- 
Slavery petitions. In the midst of ridicule and danger, they 
have pursued their way without faltering or fear ; and by their 
steady zeal, and bright example, have given a mighty impulse 
to the cause. They are still laboriously engaged. In New 
\ ork, Boston, Philadelphia, Portland, Maine ; Concord, New^ 
IJani])shire ; and many other places, there are large and grow- 
ing societies, liy means of subscriptions, collections, Anti- 
Slavery bazaars, fairs, depositories, boxes, &c. they are enabled 
to make very lai'ge contributions to the funds of the National 
niid State Societies. The Boston ladies, during the year end- 
111 (f October, 1 836, rai scd upwards of eleren h undred dollars (more 
than L.rsiOO sterling) ; and on the J^^d of December last, realized, 
I'.v iiieans of an Anti-Slavery fair, five hundred and fifty dol- 
lars (Ti.]^?()), which enabled them to complete a contribution 
i^^ vue thoumnd dollars to the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery So- 
cietv. 

• 

i hese noble and devoted females make their appeal to the 
woiiion of Great Britain. They ask your sympathy in their 
trials and successes. They desire to embark with you in the 
\v()rk of freedom for all the slaves of Christendom. If you will 
julp them in the hour of need to accomplish their work of 
liOHie benevolence, they will throw their victorious energies 
into the f;tiji wider field of universal emancipation. In the 
*']>pon(lix (See No. II.), you will find one of manv communi- 
t'ations, sent from i^^emale Associations in the United State.s 
t" the Ant -Slavery females of this country. It will exemplify 
'b(' patience and heroic devotediicss of the women of New 
j'-'i.alaiid, and will, I doubt not, call up corresponding feelings 
111 t1io breasts of those who have not vet forirotten tlieir own 
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struix<jl(3s in a kindred cause. A re])ly, sent from tlie town ot* 
Darlington, is inserted for the purpose of suggesting to females, 
in other places, the propriety of forwarding similar comnuuii- 
eations. A regular correspondence betNveen the American and 
British F km ale SociiyriKs would tq-eatly strengthen and ani- 

CJ fc' '~ 

mate both. The following extract from a letter, written by 
Mrs Chajiman, secretary of the l^oston Societ}', in reply to one 
from the Hon. Mrs Erskine of Edinburgh, conveying an ex- 
pression of the sympathy and good wishes of the Edinburgh 
Ladies' Emancipation Society, will corroborate the truth of the 
above remark : — 

" Wc rejoice tliat wc arc not called to sacrifice n/l human approba- 
tion. Deeply and gratefully do we appreciate the Ktrengthcning sym- 
])athy of wliich your letter assures us. W c, knew it would be so. V/c 
felt that the lilierators of the British West Indies,— th«.- rlescendants of 
the assertors of religious freedom in days gone by, ^vould be with us. 
From the conflict with falsehood and enmity, we look to Covenanted 
Scotland, and are strengthened and consoled by the thought that her 
daughters arc watching with deep solicitude, and forv/arding by prayer 
the ' magnificent and awful cause,' in w-hich we are engaged. 

" It would afford us vory great satisfiiction to hear from you as often 
as opportunities offer. Valuable ideas will doubtless occur to you, be- 
ing spectators, wliich. might not so readil}^ suggest themselves to us. 
The un])arallclled success of Mr Thompson's labours is a continual me- 
mento of the good which may be effected in one country by moral in- 
fluence from another ; his fearless but affectionate exposition of truth 
is even now working in the hearts of his enemies, and we confidently 
anticipate the time wlien those who so madly and so blindly heaped in- 
juries on him because they hated the truth, will be anxious for his re- 
turn, that they may express their penitence and their thanks." 

I am aware of the frequency with which the question is 
asked, 

WHAT CAN THE J EMALES OF THIS COUNTRY DO? 

] shall attempt a reply to this question. 

1. Let those who desire to serve this cause /7?'?*(? flip??' vrimci^ 
and 'nrflnenre to ,<ome sociciji established to p^romote it. lie en- 
rolled among the friends of the human race. Thus openly 
avow your attachment to Anti-Slavery ])rinci])les, and approve 
yourselves before God and the world. The fact of numerous 
societies existing for the overthrow of slavery would, in itself, 
have efficacy, and hastoi the event you desire. E.rennple does 
much. If no society at ])resent exists in your town or neigh- 
bourhood, converse with your friends upon the subject, — urge 
the fornration of an association ; and, as soon as a few are like- 
minded with yourself, let a society be organized, a corres])ond- 
ence with other sottieties opened, a few books and tracts pur- 
chased, and the work of cnlightemnent commenced. If this 
course be taken, with a sincere desire for usefulness, and in 
humble depondance upon a Divine blessing, it will not be long 
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ere you ;ii'c fully satintied of the power you possess to help the 
i^reat cause. 

As societies, you can raise funds to be devoted to tlie 
printing and publication of such tracts or larger works as may 
1)0 calculated to inform the public mind, — keep alive and in- 
crease the Christian zeal and sympathies of the nation, — and 
enlist the pulpit and the press in behalf of the sufferintf and 
the dumb. 

o. As societies and individuals, you can aid those societies 
which have assumed heavy resjionsibilities, and are sustaining 
an active and efficient agency. These societies will gratefully 
receive your help, and apply, with all ])ossible care and econo- 
my, your benefactions to the sacred object for which they are 
given. 

4, As societies, you can forward to the associations of Ame- 
rica your letters of s}'mpathy, counsel, and encouragement ; 
and through them you can also address the reason and con- 
science of yet unawakened females in every ])art of the coun- 
try. Be assured your voice will be heard and felto Is not 
tliis an interesting and solemn duty ? Are not the noble and 
excellent females, who, for the sake of the slave, are constantly 
ex])osed to insult and danger from " the secret counsel of the 
wicked, — ^from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity, 
who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to 
shoot their arrows, even wicked words," entitled to this at your 
hands. Will not the females of Britain, generally, follow the 
exani])Ie of Scotland ? You can shed joy and gladness over 
hearts plighted to the bleeding slave, A'et often saddened and 
cast down by the frowns, and ridicule, and ])eisecution visited 
upon them by the interested and ignorant supporters of a Avick- 
f-d svsteni. 

•'>. 'i^he abolitionists of America, male and female, observe 
the last Monday evening of every month as a season of special 
l^rayer for the enslaved of their own and every other land. 
Uiese meeting;'; are, as I can testify, attended by large num- 
bers, and are found to be times of refreshing. Let the al)oli- 
tionists of this country follow the example thus set them. No- 
thing struck me more forcibly than tlie peculiarly relhi'tons 
^'haracter of the Anti-Slavery movement in America. The 
•'ibolitionists are pi*e-eminently men and vmnen of prayer ; and I 
^"ninot but attribute their unblameable deportment, and ex- 
C'ni])lary patience, ^s well as their extraordinary success, chiefly 
to this distinguishing feature, 

6*. If you have the means, possess yourselves of a few books 
I'ontaining a correct and comprehensive view of the great sub- 
.f<-'ft ; and when you have mastered their contents, send them 
among your friends and neighbours, and keep them constant- 
ly eircuhiting. 



XVlll 



T. Arc you, as parents, prece|)toi's, or SabbaUi pchool teacliois. 
(intrusted witli the education of the youn<r ? Let me exhort 
you to thiuk well upon your influence, and the ohligation rest- 
ing u]x»n you to exert it for the good of mankind. The oppor- 
tunity is alforded you of inculcating right principles^ and direct- 
inrf the feelin<is of j^our tender charge. Let not their duty to 
" remember them that are in bonds," be forgotten in your ad- 
monitions. Peradventure, the lessons you teach them may. 
under the blessing of heaven, enlist them in the cause of the 
o])prcssed, and send them forth to assert the rights of your in- 
sulted sex, and accelerate the triumph of universal freedom. 
So im])ortant do the abolitionists of America deem it, that 
children should bo rightly informed on this subject, that for a 
year and a half past, the National Society has issued monthly, 
a periodical for infants, entitled " The Slave's Fhiknd,"" hun- 
dreds of thousands of which have been distributed in families, 
schools, and by the way side. Ladies can y them in their re- 
ticules — gentlemen in their waistcoat ])0ckets — and marvellous 
have been the effects produced by this effoi't to " ti-ain up"" the 
children of the land to ])ity and pray for the slave, 'i'iie Exe- 
cutive Conmiittee of the National Society have recently en- 
ijafycd a, cfentleman, whose talents and zeal for infant education 
a(hnirably fit him for the work, as infanfs agent.''' .1 J is whoie 
time is devoted to the s])read of information on the sul)ject of 
slavery amongst children. He directs his attention specially 
to the subject of prejudice against colour, and seeks to prevent 
the growth of that unkind and unholy feeling, which the ge- 
nei'al treatment of the coloured race is calculated to beget in 
the infant mind. 

This is the true method of reforming the world. In this 
work tlie assistance of females is indispensable. Let the women 
of Britain airl us in ])repai'ing other and better labourers for 
the great field of universal benevolence ; 

" Such means the i-ansom'd slave shall raise, 
And giiidc his feet in ^vii5don1's ways ; 
And leave, wlicn we arc turn'd to dust, 
A generation of the just." 

Lastly; if vou have leisure, you can devote it to the manu- 
factm'o of such articles as are adapted for sale in bazaars, fail's, 
tVc. ( )])portunities arc constantly occurring of forwarding such 
things to the United States. A few have ali-eady been sent. 
Such contribTitions will not fail of bringing a high price at the 
periodical sides of the various Trans- Atlantic Societies ; and 
thus, while you will be increasing the fVnids of those Societies, 
you will also be scattering through tlie countr}', the lasting 
memorials of your syinpathy and co-operation. 

It is gratifying to ])ei'ccive that ma!iy great and good mdi 



;ii'c already cnliyted in tlio work ; but you must not be content 
to leave it wholly to them. You are peculiarly qualified to 
enter into many of the most appalling evils of slavery. SuiFer 
nie, then, to plead with you on behalf of i/our own seic^ — of mil- 
lions, debarred not only the ])rivile_i^es of women, but the com- 
monest rights of humanity, — debased and polluted by sensual 
and despotic masters, and shut out from the cheering light of 
the (iospel. If ive ])lead for the honour, happiness^ and life, 
intellectual, moral, and spiritual, of your sex, surely you will 
not withhold your countenance and lielj). It is the cause of 
svonuui, — the cause of ])urity, — of maternal love, — of infant 
uilucation, — of religion, — of God ! That which is masculine, 
— which is prominent, perplexing, or perilous, we will joy- 
\'n\\y undertake. We ask you to do nothing inconsistent with 
your iie.v or station. 

Wm labour in this cause will bring your re'\\ard with it, 
\V hen you contemplate the condition of jjour sex in slavery, 
your own privileges and enjoyments will appeiir doubly valu- 
able, and your heart will glow with an intenser gratitude 
to the God of your mercies. When you think of mothei-a 
whose children arc the "goods and chattels'' of their sordid 
and iron-hearted masters, — whose smiling innocents arc liable 
at any moment to be dragged from their throbbing bosoms, and 
consii^^ned to the flesli-tactor, — you will thank God that you 
inhabit a country, in w^hich the parental relation is recognized 
and ])rotccted in\'iolatc by the laws and i-eligion of the land.* 
In America, the negro is bound to obey the connnand of his 
uiustei", however unreasonable, cruel, or initpiitous it may be. 
At the bidding of his master, he niay be compelled to flog, 
luider circumstances the most revolting, his ■icift\ or sister, or 
niotlici' ! I use not the terms hudxtnd and wife to siirnify that 

1 • • • n 

ui'.; marnagc contracts of slaves are regarded in the 8outliern 
J^tatv's of America ; for alas i they are utterly set at nought, -f 
I merely intend to ])oint out those who are linked by nuitual 
•'ijoicjj and strong atfectioii to each other. 1Mie negro who 
M'iittcd his hut at dawn, leaving a blessing with the mother 
and bei' little ones, may, before nmm, bo chaitied to a collie, 
and on his way, with other sorrowing exiles, to the regions 
larthor south, leaving weeping eyes and breaking hearts at 
homo, to mourn the returnleiis absence of the father and the 

" Slaves shall bo deemed, taken, reputed and adjudf^ed to be chattels personal 
111 the hands of their masters and possessors, to all intents ar>d purposes what- 
soever. — Liiin; of Siinf/i < ^tii o/{na. 

Of eoursc, these laws do not reeof^nize the parental relatiiai as belonginpr to 
slave lias no more legiU authority' over his child, than a cow over her 
cult. — Jki/ ihi Amcr'ivtUL Slavery. 

t A neees=ary eonse({uence of slavery \-Athf (ihsencr nflhr. marri(if/r rrhifloti. 
^o ^•lave can commit bifjaniv, because luir hum's no mnrr <;/' t/u- niarrkuf: nj 
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hiLsbaiid .' Will not the ceremonies, and symbols, and secu- 
rities connected with the matrimonial contract in this slaveless 
country appear more sacred in your eyes, when contrasted with 
the impieties and impurities inseparable from the institution 
of slavery, — an institution which tramples upon every precept 
and ordinance of God, and rends, without mercy, the million 
fibres of the human heart ! 

Do any still hesitate to engage in this work, and ask, " what 
will our entreaties and remonstrances avail ?" I answer in the 
eloquent language of one of America's most patriotic and en- 
lightened sons : — 

" Wc can do much. We have a power miglitiev than armies, the power 
of truth, of jjrinciple, of virtue, of right, of religion, of love. We have 
a power, which is growing with every advance of civilization, before 
which the slave-trade has fallen, which is mitigating the sternest 
despotisms, which is spreading education through all ranks of society, 
which is hearing Christianity to the ends of the earth, which cames in 
itself the pledge of destruction to every institution which debases huma- 
nity. Who can measure the power of Christian philanthropy, of en- 
lightened goodness, pouring itself forth in prayers and persuasions, from 
the press and pulpit, from tlie lips and hearts of devoted men, and more 
and more binding together the wise and good in the cause of their race ? 
All other powers may fail. This must triumph. It is leagued with 
God's omnipotence. It is God himself acting in the hearts of his child- 
ren. It has an ally in every conscience, in every human breast, in the 
wrong doer himself. This spirit has but begun its work on earth. It 
is breathing itself more and more through literature, education, institu- 
tions, and opinion. Slavery cannot stand before it. Great moral prin- 
cijiles, pure and generous sentiments, cannot be confined to this or that 
spot. They cl nnot be shut out by territorial lines, or local legislation. 
They are divine inspirations, and partake of the omnipresence of their 
Author. The dt liberate, solemn conviction of good men through the 
world, that slavery is a gTievous wrong to human nature, will make it- 
self felt. To increase this moral power is every man's duty. To em- 
body and exjjress this great truth is in every man's power ; and thus 
I'very man can do something to break the chain of the slave." 

But enough. You will, I trust, be led, by the perusal of 
the pam])hlet now in your hands, to desire further information. 
I shall annex a list of publications, throwing additional light 
u]>on the various parts of the subject now briefly and imper- 
fectly brought before } ou. In a short time there w^ill, I doubt 
not, be a considerable addition to the works specified. In the 
mean time you need not remain ignorant of the extent and 
character of the system, — the means in progress for itfr: destruc- 
tion, — or your own duty to God and the suffering millions of 
vour race. 

If spared, I shall continue to biljour in the same glorious 
cause. Grateful to God for the measure of success He has 
vouchsafed me, 1 intend to prosecute, with renewed energy and 
devotedness, the glorious work of universal enianci])ati()u. I 
^hall travel and deliver lectures, — rc-oroanize existino societies. 
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.•lud tbi'in new ones, — ])roniote the adoption of remonstrances 
vv'itli the people of America, — keep u[) an extensive correspond- 
ence with the friends of ahohtion, — and facilitate the republi- 
cation of snch American works as may be calculated to advance 
the cause in this country. 

Did I not fear to offend, I midit name many, by whose 
endui'ing zeal I have been stimulated ; by whose sympathy 1 
have been encouraged; by whose liberality I haye been enabled 
to ])rosecute my plans ; and by whose ])rayers, I believe, 1 have 
been presei'vcd steadfast in this work of faith and labour of love. 
Their names are known to him for whose sake they have 
become the patrons of the oppressed, and co-operated with the 
writer of these lines. To all who, in this or other lands, have 
cheered and sustained me in my arduous labours, I tender the 
assurance of my imperishable gi-atitude. With a deeper ab- 
horrence of the system of slavery, — an increased conyiction of 
the righteousness of the principles by which the doctrine of 
inniiediate and unconditional emancipation is supported, — and 
a love to the cause of the negro, strengthened by the trials and 
afflictions I haye been honoured to endure, — I shall go forward. 
I have now almost completed a seyen years' apprenticeship : — 
not of irksome drudgery for a " hard master,"" — but of willing, 
and consecrated toil in the service of the Gueat Redeemer : — 
not bound by " magisterial indenture'' or " imperial act," but 
by the principjles of truth and righteousness, and the inseparable 
links of fraternal sympathy with the slave of every colour, \\\ 
every clime. 

GEO. THOMPSON. 

Street, Edinbi rgh, 
March lo, 1837. 



— Communications intended for me may be forwarded to the above address. 



xxii 

Tlio Ladien named below arc officially connected with Fe- 
male Societies eoh Pjiomoting the Cause of Universal 
Emancipation, and will very clicerfuUy correspond with 
luadies in En<vlan(l or Scotland, who may desire information : — 

EDINBURGH. 
Miss Webster, 7, Torpliiclien Street. 

GLASGOW. 
Miss Smeal, 161, Gallowgate. 

NEWCASTLE-OIN-TYNE. 
Miss Beaumon t, High Swinburne Place. 

DARIJNGTON, DURHAM. 
Miss Pease, Feetliams. 

NORTH SHIELDS, DURHAM. 
Mrs Chakles Tuomson, at Rev. Ciiaules 'riioMsoiN s. 



The following are OfHcers connected with the ])rincipa] 
I"' KM ALE Anti-Slav Kuv Societies of the United States: — 

NEW YORK. 

Correspoiuling Secretary, Mrs A. L. Cox, 134, Broome Street. 

lleeordiiig Seen^tary, Miss Juliana Taitan, care of 

Lewis Tappan, Es([. 

BOSTON. 

l^c'sidciit, Miss Mauy S. Paiikek, Hay ward Place. 
Poreijiii Corresponding Secretary, Mrs II. (L CnACMAN, West 
Street; or care of Henry G. Chapman, Es(i. firm of H. Cliapnian 
and Company. 



PIHLADELPIHA 
Scerolary, Mrs Lc<'Rktia Mott. 
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'I'o sucli as are desirous of ol)taiiiiiicr juUlitionul int'oi'inatioii 
on tlic topics nientioiicd in the foi'egoinsjj pages, the toTlowing 
works are reeoninieiuled, viz. : — 

Si-AVERY IN America ; or an Inquiry into the Character and Ten- 
dency of the American Cohuiization and the American Anti- 
Slavery Societies. By William Jay. V. Westh\y and A. H. 
Davis, Stationers' Court, London. 4s., 

Slavery in America ; with Notices of the Present State of Sla- 
very and the Slave Trade througliout the World. Edited ])y the 
Rev. Thomas Price. Published Monthly by George Wight- 
man, 24, l*aternoster Row, London. 4d. 

DisoussioN ON American Slavery, between Mr George Thomp- 
son of Enghind, and Rev. U. J. Breckinridge of Baltimore, U. S. 
George Gallic, Glasgow ; and W. Olipliant & Son, Edinbiu'gh. 
Is. Gd, 

Revort oe the Glasgow Emancipation Society for 1837« 
George Gallic, Glasgow ; and W. Oliphant & Son, Edinburgh. 

A Voice to the United States of America from the Me- 
TKOPOLis OF Scotland ; being an Account of Various Meet- 
ings held in Edinburgh on the subject of American Slavery upon 
the return of Mr George Thompson from his Mission to that 
Country. William Oliphant and Son, Edinburgh. 9d. 

History of the Foreign Slave Trade, from 1807 to 1837. 
Anti-Slavery Office, 18, Aldermanbury, London. Is. 

Review of the Evidence given before a Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, appointed to inquire into the Working of 
the Apprenticeship System. Hatchard, Piccadilly, London. Is. 

Journal of a Tour in the United States. Bv E. S. Abdy, 
Pellow of Jesus College, Cambridge. .3 vols. John Murray, 
Albemarle Street, London. 30s. 

Picture of Slavery in the United States. By Rev. George 
Bourne, for many years a Minister of the Gospel in a Slave - 
holding State. M'Phun, Glasgow. 2s. 

In the Press, 

Letters on Slavery, addressed to the Cumberland Congrega- 
tion, Virginia. By the Rev. J. D. Paxton, their former Pastor. 
W. Oliphant & Son, Edinburgh ; and Hamilton, Adams, & Co. 
London. 

This is a calm, argumentative, and eonvincing discussion of all the groat ques- 
tions connected with slavery. It is the work of one possessing an extensive ac- 
quaintance with the system, and contains a full exposition of the Scriptural ar- 
irumciit. 



APPEAL, &c. 



" Then Movdccai commanded to answer Esther, Think not within thyself 
that thou shalt escape in the king's house more than all the Jews. For if thou 
altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and de- 
liverance arise to the Jews from another place : but thou and thy father's house 
yliall be destroyed : and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
tor such a time as this. And Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer : 
And so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to law, and if 1 perialt, 
i perish,"- — EsTirini, iv. 13~1(). 



Kespected Friends, 

It is because I feel a deep and tender interest in your present 
and eternal welfare, that 1 am willing thus publicly to address you. 
Some of you have loved me as a relative, and some have felt bound 
U) nie in Christian sympathy and Gospel fellowship ; and even 
w hen comiielled by a strong sense of duty to break" those outward 
bonds of union which bound us together as members of the same 
comnuniity, and members of the same religious denomination, you 
were generous enough to give me credit for sincerity as a Christian, 
though you believed I had been most strangely deceived. I thanked 
you then for your kindness, and I ask you noiv, for the sake of 
foi nisr confidence and former friendship, to read the following 
r-ages in the sj)irit of calm investigation and fervent prayer. It is 
because you have known me that I write thus unto you. 

But there are other Christian w^omen scattered over the Southern 
States, and tliese, a very large num])er of whom have never seen 
iiie, and never heard my name, and who feel no interest whatever 
in inc. But I feel an interest in you, as branches of the same vine, 
from wliose root I daily draw the principle of spiritual vitality. 
^ ! Sisters in Christ, I feel an interest in you, and often has the 
secret prayer arisen in your behaif, — Lord, " open tliou their 
f'ves, tliat they may see wondrous things out of thy law." It is, 
tlien, because I do feel and do pray for you, that I thus address you 
upon a subject about which, of all others perhaps, you would rather 
'»<)t liear anything ; but, " would U) God you could bear with me 
;i little in my folly, and indeed bear with me, for I am jealous over 
you with godly jealousy." j.>e not afraid, then, to read my Appeal ; 
it is ?fot written in the heat of passion or prejudice, but in that 
solemn cahnness which is the result of conviction and duty. It is 
'J'lie, 1 am going to tell you unwelconu* tr;!tliS; Init I mean to speak 
'liosc h'/ff/ts in love ; and rememl^LT, Solomon snys, " faithful are 
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tlie wounds of ii. iVieiul." I do not ])i'lieve the time lias yet coiiu' 
when Chris! ia it iroiuca. "will not endure sound docttrine," even on 
the snl)j;.et of slavery, if it is spoken to them in tenderness and 
love; tlieret'ore I now address vyo/f. 

To all of yon, then, known or unknown, relatives or strangers 
(for you are all o)w in Christ), I Avonld speak. I have felt foi" 
son at this time, when unwelcome liglit is pouring in \\\nm the 
world on the subject of slavery, — light which even Christiiuis 
would exclude, if they could, from our country, or at any rate 
from the southern portion of it, saying, as its rays strike the 
r(K'.k-l)ound coasts of New England, and scatter their warmth and 
radiance o\ er her hills and valleys, and from thence travel onward 
over tlte Palisades of the Hudson, and down the soft-flowing waters 
of the Delaware, and gild the waves of the Potomac, — " Hitherto 
shalt thou come, and no farther." I know that even })rofessors of 
His name, who has been emphatically called the " I^ight of the 
world," would, if they could, build a wall of adamant around the 
Southern States, whose to}) might reach unto heavc'i, in order to 
simt out the light which is bounding from mountain to mountain, 
and from the hills to the plains and valleys beneath, through the 
3kUlst extent of our Northern States. ]3ut believe me when I tell 
you, their attem})ts will be as utterly fruitless as were the efforts 
of the builders of Babel ; and why ? Because moral, like natural 
light, is so extremely subtle in its nature, as to overleap all human 
barriers, and^fll^h at the i)uny efforts of man to control it. All 
the excuses and palliations of this system nuist inevitably be swej)t 
away, just as other " refuges of lies" have been, by the irresistible 
torrent of a rectified public opinion. " The supporters of the slave 
system," says Jonarhan Dymond, in his admirable "vvork on the 
Principles of Morality, " will kcreaffer be regarded with the same 
l)ublic feeling as he who v. as an advocate foi* the slave trade 7iow 
is" It will be, and that very soon, clearly perceived and fully 
acknowledged by all the virtuous and the candid, that in j^i'inciple 
it is as sinful to hold a human being in bondaije who has been born 
in Ctu-olina, as one who has been born in Africa. All that soj)histry 
of argument vv hich has been employed to prove, that, although it is 
sijiful to send to Africa to 23r()cure men and women as slaves, who 
have never been in slaveryj that still it is not sinful to kee}) those 
in bondage who have come down by inheritance, — will be utterly 
()vert!n"own. We nmst come back to the good old doctrine of our 
forefathers, who declared to the Avorld this self-evident truth, 
" tlijit <dl men are created equal, and that they have certain in- 
alicnahlc rights, among which are life, Uhcrfij, and the pursuit of 
happiness."* It is even a greater absurdity to suppose a man can 
be legally born a slave under our free rcpubUcan government, than 
under the petty des})otism5i of barbarian Africa. If, then, we have 
no right to enslave an African, surelv we can have none to enslave 
an American. If it is a self-evident truth that all men, everywhere 
and of every colom-, are born equal, and have an inalienable ri(jht 
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(() lihvrti!., tluMi it is cMjually tnic iliar no man can ho born a shiA'c, 
and no man can ever righifuJljj b(» rcdnc^cd to invohintarij bondage, 
and licld as a slave, liowever fair may lie the cUiiin of his master 
or mistress, throngh wills and title-deeds. 

JJnt, after all, it maybe said, our fathers were certainly mistaken, 
for tlie Bible sanctions slavery, and thai is the highest aut.ho^ity^ 
Nov.- th{» Bil)le is my ultimate appeal in all matters of faith and 
l)ractice, and it is to this test I am anxious to bring the subject at 
issiu! Ix'tween us. Let us then begin with Adam, and examine the 
charter of privileges which was given to him : " Have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and oa er 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth." In the eighth 
Psaliu we have a still fuller description of this charter, which, 
tiirough Adam, was given to all mankind : " Thou madest him to 
have dominion over the works of thy hands ; thou hast put all 
things under his feet. All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of 
the field, the fowl of the air, the fish of the sea, and v.diatsoever 
}!Hsseth through the paths of the seas." And after the flood, when 
tliis cliarter of human riglits Avas renewed, we find no additional 
poM cr vested in man : " And the fear of you and the dread of you 
be upon every beast of the earth, and every fowl of the air, 
and upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fislies 
of the sea; into your hand are they delivered." In this charter, 
altliougli the different kinds of irrational beings are so particu- 
larly enumerated, and supreme dominion over all off Hem is granted, 
yet ?^}o'?i is ?ierer vested with this dominion over his felloiv man, ; 
lie M as never told that any of the human species v. ere })ut binder 
his feet ; it was only all things, — and man, who was created in the 
image of his Maker, never can properly be termed a thing, tiiough 
the laws of slave states do call him " a chattel personal." Man, 
tluMi, I assert, 7iever was put under the feet of man by that first 
f'liarter of human rights wiiich was given by God to tlie Vat.liers 
f>f tlie Antediluvian and Postdiluvian worlds : therefore the doc- 
ti'iiie of equality is based on the Bible. 

Rut it may be argued, that in the very chapter of Genesis ii uu 
v. hicii I have last quoted, will be found the curse pro.iounced upon 
Canaan, by which his posterity was consigned to servitude uiuh r 
his hrethern Shem and Japheth. I know this prophecy was uttered, 
and was most fearfully and wonderfully fulfilled, through the im- 
nu'diate descendants of Canaan, i. e. the Canaanites; and I do not 
know but it has been through all the children of Ham ; but I do 
I^iiow that })rophecy does not tell us what ou(/ht to he, but Avhat 
aetually does take place, ages after it has been delivered ; and that 

we justify America for enslaving the children of Africa, we must 
also jiistify Egypt for reducing the children of Israel to bondage^ 
h>i' the latter was foretold as explicitly as the f(n'mer. I am well 
a'varc tliat prophecy has often been urged as an excuse for slavery ; 
'>'it ho not deceived; the fulfilment of pro])]iecy Avill not cover one 
'"^'n in tlie awful day of account. Hear what our Saviour says on 
• his sulVjcct : " It must needs be that ofrViices conie^ but iroe unto 
f'^at man through ivhoni they comeT Witness sonie fuifihnent of 



this d(.'(;lara.ti(>H in the li cmeiidous dosli'iu'lluii of Jcnisalem, oceii- 
sioijfd l)y tliat most iiefarioiis of all crinios, — the crucifixion of the 
Sou of God. Did the fact of that event having been foretold ex- 
culpate the Jews from sin in perpetrating it ? No ; lor hear what 
the Apostle Peter says to them on this subject: " Him being de- 
livered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, yc 
have taken, and by icicltcd hands have crucified and slain." Other 
striking instances might be adduced, but these Avill suffice. 

But it has been urged that the patriarchs held slaves, and there- 
fore, slavery is right.* Do you really believe that patriarchal ser- 
vitude was like American slavery? Can you believe it? If so, 
read the history of these primitive Fathers of the Church, and 1)0 
undeceived. Look at Abraham, so great a man, going to the herd 
himself, and fetching a calf from thence, and serving it up with 
Iiis own hands, for the entertainment of his guests. Look at Sarah, 
that princess, as her name signifies, baking cakes upon the heartli. 
If the servants they had were like Southern slaves, would they 
have performed such comparatively menial offices for themselves ? 
Hear, too, the plaintive lamentation of Abraham M-hen he feared 
he should have no son to bear his name down to posterity : " Be- 
hold thou hast given me no seed," &c., " one born in my house is 
mine luiir." From this it appears that one of his servants was to 
inherit his immense estate. Is this like Southern slavery ? I leave 
it to your own good sense and candour to decide. Besides, such 
was the footing upon which Abraham was with his servants, tliat 
he trusted them with arms. Are slaveholders willing to put swords 
and pistols into tlie hands of their slaves ? He was as a father among 
his servants ; what are planters and masters generally among theirs? 
When the institution of circumcision was established, Abraham was 
commanded thus: — " He that is eight days old shall be circum- 
cised among you, ei^erij man-child in your generations ; he that is 
born in the house, or bought w^ith money of any stranger M'hicli is 
not of thy seed." And to render this command with regard to his 
servants still more impressive, it is repeated in the very next verse ; 
and herein we may perceive the great care which was taken by 
God to guard the rights of servants even under this " dark disjien- 
sation." What, too, was the testimony given to the faithfulness 
of this eminent ])atriarch : " For I know him that he will command 
his chihL'cn and his household after him, and they shall keep ilie 
way of the Lord to do justice and judgment." Now, my dear 
friends, many of you believe that circumcision has been superseded 
by ba})tisni in the Church. Are you careful to have all that are 
born in your house, or bought with money of any stranger, bap- 

' The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the Harmony Presby- 
tery, South Carolina, 2(jth November, 1830. It was one of a series, denouncir.^r 
all attempts at abolition, and maintaining the scriptural sanction of slavery. — G. T. 

" liesoJved, That slavery has existed from the days of those good old shivr- 
hohlci-H (tnd piifriarclis, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (who are now in the king- 
dom of licaven), to the time when the ilpo.stle Paul sent a runaway slave liomo 
to his master Philemon, Jind wrote a Christian and fraternal epistle to this slave- 
holder, which we find still s^mds in the canons of the Scriptures ; and that 
Mavery has existed ever since the days of the apostle, and does now exist." 



iiso<l? Are ijoii as fUillilVil as Ahraliani 1<> vx^wwwixwA ijmu- housiiliold 
U> heejt the waji/ of the Lord's^ I leave it to your own eonseiouces 
(0 decide. W as i)atriarelial servitude, then, like Aniericau slavery ? 

But I shall be told, God sanctioned slavery, yea, commanded sla- 
very, under the Jewish Dispensation. l iCt us examine this subject 
calnily and prayerfully. I admit that a species of servitude was per- 
mitted to the Jews ; bur in studying the subject I have been struck 
with wonder and admiration at perceiving how^ carefully the servant 
was guarded from violence, injustice, and wrong. 1 will first in- 
Ibrni you how these servants became servants, for I think this a 
very important part of our subject. From consulting Home, Cal- 
niet, and the Bible, I find there were six dilferent w^ays by which 
the Hebrews became servants legally. 

1 . If reduced to extreme poverty, a Hebrew might sell himself, 
/. e. his services, for six years, in which case he received the pur- 
cliase money himself. Lev. xxv. 39. 

2. A fatlier might sell his children as servants, i, c, his dawjhtcrs ; 
in M'liich circumstance it was understood the daughter was to be 
the wife or daughter-in-law of the man who bought her, and the 
father received the price. In other w^ords, Jewish women were 
sold as white vjomen were in the first settlement of Virginia, — as 
icives, not as slaves. Ex. xxi. 7. 

3. Insolvent debtors might be delivered to their creditors as 
servants. 2 Kings iv. 1. 

4. Thieves, not able to make restitution for their thefts, w'ere sold 
for tlie benefit of the injured person. Ex. xxii. 3. 

5. They might be born in servitude. Ex, xxi. 4. 

C). If a Hebrew had sold himself to a rich Gentile, he might ])e 
redeemed by one of liis b^^ethren at any time the money was of- 
fered ; ivnd he who redeemed him, was 7iot to take advantage of 
tiie favour thus conferred, and rule over him with rigour. Lev. 
xxv. 47-55. 

Before going into an examination of the laws by wliicii these 
servants were protected, I would just ask w^hether American Leaves 
h.Tve become slaves in any of the ways in w^hich the Hebrews be- 
came servants. Did they sell themselves into slavery and receive 
tlie purchase money into their own hands ? No ! Did they be- 
come insolvent, and by their own imprudence subject themselves 
to be sold as slaves ? No ! Did they steal the property of an- 
otiier, and were they sold to make restitution for tlieir crimes ? 
No ! Did their present masters, as an act of kindness, redeem 
them from some heathen tyrant, to wliom they had sold themselves 
m the dark hour of adversity ? No 1 Were they born in slavery? 
iNo ! No! not according to Jewish Law; for the servants who 
\vere born in servitude among them, were born of parents A^•ho had 
WfV/ thermelves for six years ; Ex. xxi. 4. Were the female slaves 
of the Soutii sold by their fathers ? How sliall I answer this ques- 
tion t Thousands and tens of thousands never were, their fathers 
never have received the poor compensation of silver or gold for 
tiie tears and toils, the suffering and anguish, and hopeless bondage 
'»f (Iteir (hnighters. Thev la])f)ur dav bv dav, and vear by year, 
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side l)y side, in tlio anuui field, if lia[)ly their dauglitors arc pi-r- 
luittod to remain on the same })laiitati()ii witli thein, instead of bo- 
ini;-, as tliey often are, se])arated from tlieir parents and sold into 
distant states, never aij;aiii lo meet on earth. But do the fathers 
of fJic SoiUh ever sell, their danglitcrs ? My lieart ])cats, and uiy 
liand trembles, as I write the aM'ful affirmative, Yevs! The fathers 
of this Christian land, often sell their daughters, not as Jewish 
})arents did, to be the wivts and daughters-in-law of the man wlio 
buys them, Imt to be the abject slaves of petty tyrants and irre- 
sponsil)le masters. Is it not so, my friends ? I leave it to your 
own candour to corroliorate my assertion.*" Southern -slaves, then, 
have not become slaves in any of the six different ways in which 
Hebrews became servants, and I hesitate not to say that American 
masters cannot, according to Jewish lew, substantiate their claim 
to the men, women, or children, they now hold in bondage. 

But there was one way in which a Jew might illegally be reduced 
to servitude ; it was this, he might be stolen and afterward solij 
as a slave, as was Joseph. To guard most effectually against this 
dreadful crime of manstealing, God enacted this severe law, — He 
that stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, 
he shall surely be put to death." "j* As I have tried American 
Slavery by legal Hebrew servitude, and found (to your surprise, 

* Tho ibllowing is an extract of a letter, dated West Boylston, Massaclmsotts, 
.Tune l()th, 183G, addressed to me by a highly respectable gentleman, well known 
in tho United States (>. T. 

" I liave lately hoard of a murder, nhich is authenticated by evidence, in this 
nciglibourliood. A merchant from ISTa!=sachusctts was on a journey of business 
to one of the slave states, and there he dined sumptuously with a planter. A 
girl, in attending ihe table, spilt some gravy upon her master's dress, and fright- 
ened at what she had done, fled from his presence. lie followed, knife in hand, 
and, in an adjoining room, knocked her down, and cut iieii throat. The guest 
saw the transaction by means of a large mirror. The butcher returned to table, 
and resumed his repast with a manner quite calm and indifferent, urging his 
companion to eat and partake of his wine. The latter declined, saying that he 
could not eat after the scene which ho had just witnessed. ' Oh,' responded the 
])lantcr, ' we think no iiinrc nf hlUhig a slave fhan we do of hUtiny a Jli/' To fill 
the measure of horror, this slave was nis own dauciiteii ! ! " 

The following was related to me by Mrs Child : — " A young physician went 
into the far Southern States to settle, and there became in love with a very 
handsome and modest girl, who lived at service. lie married her ; and about a 
year after that event, a gentleman called at the house, and announced iiimself as 
INIr J y, of Mobile?, lie said to Dr W , ' Sir, I have a trifling af- 
fair of business to settle with you.' You have married a slave of mine. The 
young physician resented this language, for he had not entertained tho slightest 
suspicion that the girl had any other than white ancestors since the flood. But 

Mr J furnished proofs of his claim, and Dr W knew very well that 

the laws of the country would uphold him in it. After considerable discussion, 
the best bargain he could make was cither to pay eight hundred dollars, or have 
his wife ])ut up at aucticni. lie consented to the first alternative, and his unwel- 
come visitor departed. When he h.ad gone, Dr W told his wife what had 

happened. The poor woman burst into tears, and said, 'as Mr J was 

iiKit OWN I'ATHKii, slic had ho]n'<l tliat when he had heard she had found an 
houourabh? protector, he would ha\e left her in peace.' " 

t And again, " If a man be found stealing any of his bi-t lhren of the chil- 
drei) of Israel, and maV.eth merchandise of hir.i, or selleth him, then iliat ilirf 
i^hc.'l (lie, and thou shalt put away evil from among you." Deut. xxiv. 7. 
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poi'lia})?!), tlial Jewish law ciiiuiot justify tlio slavelioldor's claim, 
let US now ivy it l)y il/cf/fil llclxrew bondage. Have the Southern 
slaves then been stolen ? If they did not sell themselves into 
bondage ; if they were not sold as insolvent debtors or as thieves ; 
if they Avere not redeemed from a heathen inaster to uhom t/tct/ 
had sold thonsclvcs ; if they Ayere not born in servitude according 
to Hebrew Law ; and if the fJImales were not sold by their fathers 
as wives and daughters-in-law to those who purchased them ; then 
what shall we say of them ? what can we say of them ? but that 
according to Hehrctc L(.tw they have been stolen. 

But I shall be told that the Jews had other servants who were 
a])solute slaves. Let us look a little into this also. They had 
otlicr servants who were procured in two different v.ays. 

\. Capti\'es taken in war, were reduced to bondage instead of 
being killed ; but we are not told that their children >vere enslaved. 
Dent. XX. 14. 

2. Bondmen and bondmaids might be bought froni the heathen 
round about them ; tliese were left by fathers to their children 
ai'ter them, but it does not appear that the children of these ser- 
vants ever vt ere reduced to servitude. Lev. xxv. 44. 

I will now try iiie right of the southern planter by the claims of 
Hebrew masters over their heathen slaves. Were the southern 
slaves taken captive in w^ar ? No ! Were they bought from the 
heathen ? No ! for surely no one will now vindicate the slave- 
trade so far as to assert that slaves were bought from the heathen 
who were obtained by that system of piracy. The only excuse 
for holding southern slaves, is, that they were !)orn in slavery ; but 
we have seen that they were not born in servitude as Jewish ser- 
vants were, and that the children of heathen slaves were not le<jrallv 
subjected to bondage, even under the IMosaic Law. How then 
have the slaves of the South been obtained? 

I will next proceed to an examination of those laws which were 
enacted in order to protect the Hebrew and the Heatheii servant ; 
for I wish you to understand that both are protected by Him, of 
whom it is said " his mercies are over all his works."' 1 w ill first 
speak of tliose which secured the riglits of Hebrew servants. This 
code was headed thus : — 

1. Thou shalt not rule over him with rigour, but shalt fear thy 
God. 

2. If thou buy a Hebrew^ servant, six years shall lie s(*rve, and 
in tlie seventh year he shall go out free for nothing. Ex. xx. 2.* 

3. If he come in by himself, lie shall go out by himself; if he 
Were married, then his wife shall go out with him. 

4. If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him 
>^ons and daughters, the wife and her children shall be his master's, 
and he shall go out bv himself. 

•). It the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, 

And when thou scndcst b'm out free from thee, thou shalt wot lot him go 
-'may oinjity : Thou 'halt furnish him lihcmUi/ out of thy flock, and out of thy 
floor, and out of thy vviiu'-prcss : of that wherewith thV Lord thy God hath 
hi...s(-l tho", shult thou jrivc unto him. Deut. xv. 13, 14. 



and !iiy children, I w ill not go out tree, tlien his master shall bring 
hini unto the Judges, and he shall bring him to the door, or unto 
the door post, and his master shall bore his ear through with an 
awl, and lie shall serve him for ever. Ex. xxi. 3-6. 

6. If a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of liis maid, 
that it perish, he shall let him go free for his eye's sake. And if he 
smite out liis man servant's tooth, or his maid servant's tooth, he 
shall let him go free for his tooth's sake. Ex- xxi. 26, 27. 

7. On the Sabbath, rest was secured to servants by the fourth 
commandment. Ex. xx. 10. 

8. Servants were permitted to unite with their masters three 
times in every year in celebrating the Passover, the feast of Pen- 
tecost, and the feast of Tabernacles ; every male throughout the 
land was to appear before the Lord at Jerusalem with a gift ; here 
the bond and the free stood on common ground. Deut. xvi. 

y. If a man smite his servant or his maid with a rod, and he die 
under his hand, he shall surely be punished. Notwithstanding, if 
he continue a day or two, he shall not be punished, for he is his 
money. Ex. xxi. 20, 21. 

Fi'om these laws we learn that Hebrew men servants were bound 
to serve their masters only sijc years, unless their attachment to 
their employers, their wives and children, should induce them to 
wish to remain in servitude : in which case, in order to prevent the 
possibility of deception on the part of the master, the servant was 
first taken before the magistrate, v^here he openly declared his in- 
tention of continuing in his masters service (probably a public 
register was kejjt of such), he was then conducted to the door of 
the house (in warm climates doors are thrown open), and there his 
ear was imhlicly bored : and by submitting to this operation he 
testified his willingness to serve him for ever, i. e. during his life, 
for Jewish Rabbins, who must have understood Jewish slaveri/ (as 
it is called), " affirm that servants were set free at the death of 
their masters, and did 7iot descend to their heirs : or that he was to 
serve him rmtil the year of Jubilee, when all servants were set at 
liberty. To protect servants from violence, it was ordained that if 
a master struck out the tooth or destroyed the eye of a servant, 
that servant immediately became free, for such an act of violence 
evidently showed he was unfit to possess the power of a master, 
and therefore that power was taken from him. All servants en- 
joyed the rest of the Sabbath and partook of the privileges and 
i'estivities of the three great Jewish feasts ; and if a servant died 
under the infliction of chastisement, his master was surely to be 
pmiished. As a tooth for a tooth, and life for life, was the ^Tewish 
law, of C(HU'se he was punished with death. I know that great 
stress has been laid upon the following verso, " Notwithstanding 
if he continue a day or two, he shall not be punished, for he is his 
money." 

Slaveholders, and the apologists of slavery. Ikia e eagerly seized 
upon this little passage of Scripture, and held it \\\) as the masters' 
Magna Charta, by wliich they wore licensed by (rod himscilT to 
rounnif t]i(^ ,iTi-(^.at( .5t f)utrngp,^ upon tlie defcncoUss victiins of their 
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oppression. But, niy friends, was it designed to be so ? If our 
Heavenly Father would protect by law the eye and the tooth of a 
Hebrew servant, can we for a moment believe that he would aban- 
don that same servant to the brutal rage of a master who would 
destroy even life itself. Do we not rather see in this, the only law 
wliich protected masters, and was it not right that in case of tht 
death of a servant, one or two days after chastisement was inflicted, 
To which other circumstances might have contributed, that the 
master should be protected, when, in ail probability, he never in- 
tended to produce so fatal a result ? But the phrase " he is his 
money," has been adduced to show that Hebrew servants were re- 
garded as mere things^ " chattels personal if so, why were so 
many laws made to secure their rights as men, and to ensure their 
rising into equality and freedom ? If they were mere things, why 
were they regarded as responsible beings, and one law made for 
them as well as for their masters ? But I pass on now to the con- 
sideration of how the female Jewish servants were protected by 
law. 

1 . If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her to him- 
self, then shall he let her be redeemed : to sell her unto another 
nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath dealt deceitfully 
witli her. 

2. If he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal with her 
after the manner of daughters. 

3. If he take him another wife, her food, her raiment, and her 
duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. 

I. If he do not these three unto her, then shall she go out free 
without money. 

On these laws I will give you Calmet's remarks ; " A father 
could not sell his daughter as a slave, according to the Rabbins, 
until she was at the age of puberty, and unless he were reduced to 
the utmost indigence. Besides, when a master bought an Israel- 
itish girl, it was always with the presumption that he would take 
her to wife. Hence Moses adds, 'If she please not her master, and 
he does not think fit to marry her, he shall set her at liberty,' or 
according to the Hebrew, ' he shall let her be redeemed.' ' To sell 
her to another nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath dealt 
deceitfully with her ;' as to the engagement implied, at least of 
taking her to wife. ' If he have betrothed her unto his son, he 
shall deal with her after the manner of daughters, i, e. he shall take 
care that his son uses her as his wife, that he does not despise or 
inaltreat her. If he make his son marry another wife, he shall 
give her her dowry, her clothes and compensation for her virginity ; 
if he does none of these three, she shall go out free without money.' " 
Thus were the rights of female servants carefully secured by law 
under the Jewish Dispensation ; and tiow I would ask, are the 
rights of female slaves at the South thus secured ? Are they sold 
only as wives and d; ught'^rs-in-law, and when not treated as such, 
are they allowed to go out free ? No ! They have all not only 
been illegally obtain^sd ns servants according to Hebrew law, but 
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tliey ;iro also illegally hehl \\\ bondage. Masters ai the SoiUli and 
West have all forfoiled their claims (if ihcy ever had luiy)^ to their 
female slaves. 

We come now to examine the case of those servants mIio were 
" of the heathen round about ;" Wove tliey left entirely unprotected 
by law ? Home, in speaking of the law, " Thou shalt not rule over 
him with rigour, but shalt fear thy God," remarks, " this law, Lev. 
xxv. 43, it is true, speaks expressly of slaves m Iio were of Hebrew 
descent ; l)ut as nlien horn slaves were ingrafted into the Hebrew 
Ciiurch by circumcision, there is no doubt but that it applied to all 
slaves ;" if so, then Ave may reasonably sui)pose that the other 
protective laws extended to them also'; and that the only dif- 
ference between Hebrew and Heathen servants lay in this, that 
the former served but six years unless they chose to remain longer, 
and were always freed at the death of their masters ; whereas the 
latter served until the year of Jubilee, though that might include 
a ])eriod of forty-nine years, — and M ere left from father to son. 

There are, however, two other laws which I have not yet noticed. 
The one effectually prevented all mvolmitarij servitude, and tlie 
other completely abolished Jewish servitude every fifty years. 
They were equally operative upon the Heathen and the Hebrews 

1. " Thou shall not deliver unto his master the servant that is 
f'scaped from his master unto thee. He shall d\vell with thee, 
even among you, in that place which he shall choose, in one of tliy 
gates where it liketh him best : thou shall not oppress him." Deut. 
xxxiii. 15, 16. 

2. " And ye shall hallow^ the fiftieth year, and proclaim Liherti/ 
throughout all the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall 
be a Jubilee unto you.'' Deut. xxv. 10. 

Here, then, we see that by this first la^v, the door of Freedom was 
opened loide to every servant who liad any cause whatever for com- 
plaint ; if he \vas unhappy with his master, all he had to do was 
to leave him, and no man had a right to deliver him back to him 
again : and not only so, but the absconded servant was to choose 
where he should live, and no Jew was permitted to oppress him. 
He left his master just as our northern servants leave us ; we 
have no power to compel them to remain with us, and no man 
has any right to oppress them ; they go and dwell in that place 
%vhere it chooseth them, and live just where they like. Is it so at 
the South? IstJie poor runaway slave protected % from the 
violence of that master whose oppression and cruelty has driven him 
froni his plantation or his liDi.ise ? No! no! Even the free States of 
tiie JNorth are compelled to deliver unto his master the servant that 
is escaped from his master unto them. By himum law, under the 
Christian Dispensation, m the nineteenth centime we are com- 
manded to do, what God more than three thousarid years ago, un- 
der the Mosaic Di.y^ensation, jmsitively comnumded the Jews not 
to do. In the wide domain even of our free states, there is not 
one city of refuge for the poor runaway fugitive ; not one spot 

ee man — I am protect- 
ed m my I'lghts as a man, by the strong arm of the law ; no ! not 
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one. How long tin; North will thus shake liands witli tiie Soutli 
ill sin, I know not. How hjiig she will stand by like the persecu- 
tor Saul conscnt'ni!) unto the death of Stephen, and kee])ing the 
raiment of them that slew him, I know not ; but one thing I do 
know, the (jiiiU of the North is increasing in a tremendous ratio as 
light is pom'ing in upon her on the subject and the sin of slavery. 
As the sun of righteousness climbs higiier and higher in the moral 
heavens, she will stand still more and more abashed as the query 
is thundered down into her ear, " Wlio hath required this at thy 
luuid !" It will be found no excuse then that the Constitution of 
our country required that persons hound to service, escaping from 
their masters, should be delivered up ; no more excuse than was 
the reason which Adam assigned for eating the forbidden fruit. 
IIi; was condemned and punished because he hearkened to the 
voice of his wife, rather than to the command of his Maker ; and 
//•<? will assuredly be condemned and punished for obeying Man 
rather than God, if we do not speedily repent, and bVing forth 
fruits meet for repentance. Yea, are we not receiviiig chastise- 
ment even 7ioiv ? 

But by the second of these laws a still more astonishing fact is 
disclosed. If the first effectually prevented all involanfdrif servi- 
tn(k, the last absolutely forbade even vohmfaiy/ servitude being 
perpetual. On the great day of atonement, every fiftieth year, the 
vhihilee trumpet was sounded throughout the land of Juden, and 
iJhertij Avas proclaimed to all the inhabitants thereof. I will not 
say that the servants' chains fell off, and their manacles were l)urst, 
for there is no evidence that Jewish servants ever felt the weight 
of iron chains, and collars, and handcuffs ; but I do say, that even 
the man who had voluntarily sold himself, and the heathen who 
liad been sold to a Hebrew master, were set free, the one as well 
as the other. This law was evidently designed to prevent the o])- 
])i'ession of the poor, and the possibility of such a thing as perpetual 
ncn-ifude existing among them. 

Where, then, I would ask, is the warrant, the justification, or tlie 
])alliation of American Slavery from Hebrew servitude ? How 
luany of the soutliern slaves would now be in bondage according 
to the laws of Moses ? Not one. You may observe that I ha.ve 
carefully avoided using the term slavertj when speaking of Jewish 
servitude ; and simply for this reason, that no such thing existed 
among that people ; the word translated servant does 7iot mean slave, 
it is the same that is applied to Abraham, to Moses, to Elislia,andthe 
])i'ophets generally. Slavern, then, never existed under the Jewish 
Dispensation at all, and I cannot but regard it as an aspersion on 
tlie character of Him who is '-'glorious in holiness," for any one to 
assert that " God sanctioned, yea, commaaded slavery under the 
old dispensation." I would fain lift my feeble voice to vindicate 
Jehovah's character from so foul a slander. If slaveholders are 
determined to hold slaves as long as they can, let them not dare 
to say that the God of mercy and of trutli ever sanctioned such a 
"^vstem of cruelty and wrojig. It is blasphemy against Him. 

.ha^•e seen that the code of laws framed bv Moses witli I'c- 



20 



gard to servants, was designed to jyt'otect them as meii and women : 
to secure to them tlieir rights ai; human beings : to guard them from 
oppression, and defend them from violence of every kind. Let us 
now turn to the Slave laws of the South and West, and examine 
them too. I will give j'ou the substance only, because I fear I 
should trespass too much on your time, were I to quote them at 
length. 

1. Slavery is hereditary and perpetual, to the last moment of the 
slave's earthly existence, and to all his descendants to the latest 
posterity. 

2. The labour of tiie slave is compulsory and uncompensated ; 
while the kind of labour, the amount of toil, the time allowed for 
rest, are dictated solely by the master. No bargain is made, no 
wages given. A pure despotism governs the human brute ; and 
even his covering and provender, both as to quantity and quality, 
depend entirely on the master's discretion.* 

3. The slave being considered a personal chattel, may be sold, 
or pledged, or leased, at the will of his master. He may be ex- 
changed for marketable commodities, or taken in execution for the 
debts or taxes either of a living or dead master. Sold at auction, 
either individually, or in lots to suit the purchaser, he may remain 
with his family, or be separated from them for ever. 

4. Slaves can make no contracts, and have no legal right to any 
property, real or personal. Their own honest earnings, and the 
legacies of friends, belong in point of law to their masters. 

5. Neither a slave nor a free coloured person can be a. -witness 
against any ivhite, or free person, in a court of justice, however 
atrocious may have been the crimes they have seen him cohimit, if 
such testimony would be for the benefit of a slcwe ; but they may 
give testimony against a fellow slave, or free coloured man, even 
in cases affecting life, if the master is to reap the advantage of it. 

6. The slave may be punished at his master's discretion, — with- 
out trial, — without any means of legal redress ; whether his offence 
be real or imaginary ; and the master can transfer the same des- 
potic power to any person or persons he may choose to appoint. 

7. The slave is not allowed to resist any free man under any 
circumstances : his only safety consists in the fact that his oivncr 
may bring suit and recover the price of his body, in case his life 
is taken, or his limbs rendered unfit for labour. 

8. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, or obtain a change of mas- 
ters, though cruel treatment may have rendered such a change ne- 
cessary for their personal safety. 

There are laws in some of the slave states, limiting the labour which the 
master may require of the slave to fourteen hours daily. In some of the states 
there are laws requiring the masters to furnish a certain amount of food and 
clothing, as for instance, one quart of corn per day, or one peck per week, or one 
huahel per month, and "one linen shirt and pantaloons for the summer, and a 
linen shirt and woollen great-coat and pantaloons for the winter," &c. But 
"still," to use the language of Judge Stroud^ '*the slave is entirely under the 
control of his master,— is unprovided with a protector,— and, especially as he 
cannot be a witness or make complaint in any known mode against his master, 
the apparent object of these laws may aJways'hc defeated." En, 



9. The slave is entirely unprotected in his domestic relations. 

10. The laws greatly obstruct the nianuniission of slaves, even 
where the master is willing to enfranchise them. 

11. The operation of the laws tends to deprive slaves of reli- 
gious instruction and consolation. 

12. The whole power of the laws is exerted to keep slaves in a 
state of the lowest ignorance. 

1 3. There is in this country a monstrous inequality of law and 
right. What is a trifling fault in the white man, is considered 
highly criminal in the slave ; the same offences which cost a white 
man a few dollars only, are punished in the negro with death. 

14. The laws operate most oppressively upon free people of 
colour.* 

Shall I ask you now, my friends, to draw the parallel between 
Jewish servitude and American slavery ? No ! For there is 7io 
likeness in the two systems ; I ask you rather to mark the con- 
trast. The laws of Moses protected servants in their rights as men 
and toomen, guarded tliem from oppression, and defended them 
from wrong. The Code Noir of the South robs the slave of all his 
rights as a man^ reduces him to a chattel personal, and defends 
the master in the exercise of the most unnatural and unwarrantable 
power over his slave. They each bear the impress of the hand 
wliich formed them. The attributes of justice and mercy are 
sliadowed out in the Hebrew code ; those of injustice and cruelty 
in the Code Noir of America. Truly it was wise in the slave- 
liolders of the South to declare their slaves to be " chattels per- 
sonal ;" for before they could be robbed of wages, wives, children, 
and friends, it was absolutely necessary to deny they were human 
beings. It is wise in them to keep them in abject ignorance, for 
tlie strong man armed must be bound before we can spoil his 
house, — the powerful intellect of man must be bound down with 
the iron chains of nescience before we can rob him of his riglits as 
a man ; we must reduce him to a thing before we can claim the 
right to set our feet upon his neck, because it was only all things 
which w' ere originally put under the feet of man by the Almighty 
and Beneficent Father of all, who has declared, himself to be no 
respecter of persons, whether red, white, or black. 

But some have even said that Jesus Christ did not condemn 
slavery. 'I'o this I reply, that our holy Redeemer lived and 
preached among the Jews only. The laws which Moses enacted 
fifteen hundred years previous to his appearance among them, had 
never been annulled, and these laws protected every servant in 
Palestine. If, then, he did not condemn Jewish servitude, this 
does not prove that he would not have condemned such a mon- 
strous system as that of American slaveriji if that had existed among 
them. But did not Jesus condemn slavery ? Let us examine 
some of his precepts. " Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them'' Let every slaveholder apply these 
'pieries to his own heart: — Am / willing to be a slave? ' Am 1 

See Mrs Child's Appeal, Chap. li. 



willing to see mi/ wife the slave of another? Am ./ willing' to see 
uiy mother a slave, or my father, my sister, or my brother ? If 
not, then in hohling others as slaves, I am doing what 1 would 
/tot wish to be done to me, or any reUitive I have ; and thus have I 
broken this golden rule which was given me to walk by. 

But some slaveholders have said, " we were never in bondage 
to any man," and therefore the yoke of bondage would be in- 
sufferable to lis, but slaves are accustomed to it, tlieir backs are 
litted to the ])urden. Well, I am willing to admit that you who 
have lived in freedom would find slavery even more oppressive 
than the ])()or slave does, but then you may try this question in 

another form " Am I willing to reduce w// little child to slavery ? ' 

You know that //* it is hrouf/Iit iq? a slave it will ne\'er know- any 
contrast, between freedom and bondage ; its back will become fit- 
ted to the burden just as the negro child's does — not hy nature 
— but by daily, violent pressure, in the same way that the head of 
the Indian child l)ecomes tiattened by the boards in which it is 
bound. It has l>een justly reniarked that " God never made a 
slave he made man upright; his back was not made to carry 
burdens, nor his neck to wear a yoke ; and the man must be 
crushed within him, before his back can be fitted to the burden of 
perpetual slavery ; and tiiat his back is not fitted to it, is manifest 
by the insurrections that so often disturb the peace and security 
of slaveholding countries. Who ever heard of a rebellion of the 
beasts of the field; and why not ? siniply because they were all 
placed under the feet of man., into whose hand they were deli- 
vered ; it was (n'iginallv designed that thev should serve him, there- 
fore their necks have been formed for the yoke, and their backs for 
the burden ; but not so with man, intellectual, immortal man ! 1 
appeal to you, my friends, as mothers ; Are you willing to enslave 
your children ? You start back with horror and indignation at 
such a question. Jjut why, if slavery is no wrong to those upon 
whom it is imposed ? M h\s if, as has often been said, slaves are 
happier than their masters — free from the cares and perplexities of 
providing for themselves and their families ! why not place yoiir 
children in the way of being supported without your having the 
trouble to provide for them, or they for themselves ? Do you 
not perceive that as soon as this golden rule of action is applied 
to yourselves, that you involuntarily shrink from the test ; as sonn 
as your actions are weighed in iJiis balance of the sanctuary, that 
you are found wanting ? Try yourselves by another of the Divine 
precepts, — " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Can we 
love a man as we love ourselves, if we do, and continue to do, unto 
him, what we would not wish any one to do to us ? Look, too, 
at Christ's example; what does lie say of himself? " I came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister.'" Can you for a moment 
imagine the meek, and lowly, and compassionate Saviour, a. slave- 
holder ? do you not shiidder at this thought as nnich as at that of 
his being a warrior? V>\\i whv, if slavery is not sinful? 

Again, it has been .said, the Apostle l\iul did not eondenni 
Slavery, for he sent Onesimus back to J'hileniou. I do not think 



it can 1)0 said he sent hiui baelv, {'or no coercion was made use of*. 
Oiu'siuuis was not thrown into i)rison., and then sent l)ack in chains 
to Ills master, as your runaway shxves often are. This could not 
jjossibly ha\ e been the case, because you know Paul, as a Jew, was 
hound fn protect the runaway : he had no rirjht to send any fugiti\'e 
back to his master. The state of the case then seems to liave been 
this. Onesimus had been an unprofitable servant to Philemon, and 
left him ; he afterward became converted under the Apostle's 
preaching, and seeing that he had been to blame in his conduct, 
and desiring by future fidelity to atone for past error, he wished 
to return, and the Apostle gave him the letter we now have as a 
reeonuiiendation to Philemon, informing him of the conversion of 
Oiiesinuis, and entreating him, as " Paul the aged," " to receive 
him, not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, 
especially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh 
and ill tlie Lord. If thou count /;?<? therefore as a partner, receive 
lihn as im/seljy This, then, surelj'', cannot be forced into a justifi- 
cation of the practice of returning runaway slaves back to their 
niusters, to be punished with cruel beatings and scourgings as they 
often are. Besides the word dovXos, here translated servant, is the 
same tliat i^^ made use of in Matt, xviii. 27. Now it appears that 
this servant owed his lord ten thousand talents ; he possessed 
luoperty to a vast amoruit. Onesimus could not then have been 
a slave, for slaves do not own their wives, or children ; no, not 
oven their own ])odieSj much less property. But again, the servi- 
tude which the apostle was accustomed to, must have been very 
different from American slavery ; for he says, " the heir (or son), 
as long as he is a child, diffcreth 7iothing from a servant, though he 
1)0 lord of all, but is under tutors and governors imtil the time 
ap])ointed of the father." From this it appears, that the means of 
Ukst ruction were provided for servants as well as children ; and 
indeed we know it must have been so among the Jews, because 
their servants were not permitted to remain in perpetual bondage, 
and therefore it was absolutely necessary they should be prepared 
to occupy higher stations in society than those of servants. Is it 
so at the South, ray friends ? Is the daily bread of instruction 
in-ovided for your slaves ? are their minds enlightened, and they 
gradually prepared to rise from the grade of menials into that of 
free, independent members of the state ? Let your own statute 
hook, and your own daily experience, answer these questions. 

If this apostle sanctioned slaveri/, why did he exhort masters 
thus, in his epistle to the Ephesians, " and ye, masters, do the 
same things unto them (z. e. perform your duties to your servants 
as unto Christ, not unto me), forbearing threatening ; knowing 
that your master also is in heaven, neither is there respect of per - 
f<ons ivith him" And in Colossians, " Masters give unto your 
servants that whicli is just and equal, knowing that ye also have a 
master in heaven." Let slaveholders only obey these injunctions 
of Paul, and I am satisfied slavery would soon be abolisiied. If 
l>e tliought it sinful even to threaten servants, surely he nnist have 
tliought it sinful to flog and to beat them witli sticks and paddles ; 



indcfd, when delineating the cliuraeter ol' a bishop, he expressly 
names this as one feature of it, " /to striker.'' Let masters give 
unto their servants that whicli is just and e(ptai, and all that vast 
systeni of unrequited labour would crumbJe into ruin. Yes, and if 
they once felt they had no right to tiie labour of their servants 
without pay, surely they could not think they liad a right to the 
wives, the children, and the bodies of slaves. Again, how can it be 
said Paul sanctioned slavery, when, as though to put this matter 
beyond all doubt, in that black catalogue of sins enumerated in 
his first epistle to Timothy, he mentions " mnistealcrs,'' which 
word may be translated " slavcdealers." But you may say, we all 
despise slavedealers as much as any one can ; they are never ad- 
mitted into genteel or respectable societJ^ And why not ? Is it 
not because even you shrink back irom the idea of associating 
with those who make their fortunes by trading in the bodies and 
souls of men, women, and children ? whose daily work it is to 
break human hearts, by tearing wives from their husbands, and 
cbAldren from tlieir parents ? But why hold slavedealers as des- 
picable, if their trade is lawful and virtuous ? and why despise 
them more than the gentlemen of fortune and standing who employ 
them as their agents ? Why more than the professors of religion 
who barter their fellow-professors to them for gold and silver ? 
We do not despise the land agent, or the physician, or the mer- 
chant : and why ? Simply, Vjecause their professions are virtuous 
and honourable ; and if the trade of men-jobbers was honourable, 
you would not despise them either. There is no difference in 
principle^ in Christian ethics, between the despised slavedealer, and 
tlie Christian who buys slaves from, or sells slaves to him. In- 
deed, if slaves were not wanted bj' the respectable, the wealthy, 
and tlie religious in a community, there would be no slaves in that 
commimity, and of course no slavedealers. It is then the Chris- 
tians, and the honourable men and women of the South, who are 
the main pillars of this grand temple built to Mammon and to 
Moloch. It is the most enlightened in every country who are 
most to blame when any public sin is supported by public opinion : 
hence Isaiah says, " When the Lord hath performed' his whole 
work upon mount 7Aon and on Jernsalem, (then) I will punish the 
fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his 
Iiigh looks." And was it not so ? Open the historical records of 
tliat age : v/as not Israel carried into captivity b. c. 606 ? Judah B. c. 
588 ? and the stout heart of the heathen monarchy not punished un- 
til B. c. 536, fifty-two years after Judah's, and seventy years after 
Israel's captivity, when it was overthrown by Cyrus, king of Per- 
sia? Hence, too, the apostle Peter says, "judgment must begin 
at the house of God.'' Surely this would not be the case, if the 
professors of religion were not most worthy of blame. 

But it may be asked, why are they most culpable ? I will tell 
you, my friends. It is because sin is imputed to us just in propor- 
tion to the spiritual lighi; we receive. Thus the prophet Amos 
says, in the name of Jehovah, " You only have I known of all the 
fiimilies of the earth ; therefore I will punish yon for all your ini- 



t|uitii's.*' Hoar, too, (Ijo doctrine of our fiOi-d on this important 
nil)ject : " The servant who k?i(>w his Lord's will, Rud prfparcd not 
liiniself, neither did accordin<^ to liis will, shall be beaten with 
vKtni/ stripes And why ? " For unlo whomsoever much is given, 
nf /rim shall much he required ; and to whom men Iiave committed 
iiiKcft, of kihi they M'ill ask the more." Oh I tlien, tliat the Chris- 
ii(()\s of tlse south would ponder these things in tlioir hearts, and 
awake to the vast responsibilities which rest upon them, at this im- 
portant crisis. 

I have tlms, I think, clearly proved to you seven propositions, 
viz. : First, that slavery is contrary to the declaration of our inde- 
pendence. Seconds that it is contrary to the first charter of hu- 
man rights given to Adam, and renewed to Noah. Third, that the 
fact of slavery having been the subject of prophecy, furnishes no 
excuse whatever to slavedealers. Fourth, that no such system 
existed under the patriarcliai dispensation. Fifth, that slavery 
im-vr existed under the Jewish dispensation ; but so far otherwise, 
that e\'ery servant was placed under the protection of law., and 
care taken, not only to prevent all mvoluntary servitude, but all 
rohintarj/ perpetual bondage. Sixth, that slavery in America re- 
duces a man to a thing a " chattel personal," rohs him of all his 
rights as a human hcing, fetters both his mind and body, and pro- 
tects the master in the most unnatural and unreasonable power, 
wliilst it throws him out of the protection of laAv. Seventh, that 
slavery is contrary to the example and precepts of our holy and 
merciful Redeemer, and of his apostles. 

But, perhaps you will be ready to query, why appeal to women 
on this sui)ject? We do not make the laws which perpetuate 
slavery. No legislative power is vested in us ; we can do nothing 
to overthrow the system, even if we wished to do so. To this I 
reply, I know you do not make the laws, but I also knoAv that you 
are the wives and mothers^ the sisters and daughters^ of those who 
do ; and if you really suppose you can do nothing to overthrow 
slavery, you are greatly mistaken. You can do much in every 
way ; four things I will name. 1st, You can read on this subject. 
2d, You can pray over this subject. 3d, You can speak on this 
subject. 4th, You can act on this subject. I have placed read- 
ing before praying, not because I regai^d it more important, but 
because, in order to pray aright^ we must understand what we are 
praying for ; it is only then we can " pray with the understanding 
and the spirit also." 

1. Read, then, on the suliject of slaverj-. Search the Scriptures 
dailj^, whether the things I have told you are true. Other books 
find ])apers might be a great help to you in this investigation, but 
they are not necessary, and it is hardly probable that your Com- 
niittees of Vigilance will allow you to have anj'^ other. The Bible, 
l^hon, is the book I want you to read in the spirit of inquiry, and 
tiio spirit of prayer. Even the enemies of Abolitionists acknow- 
ledge that tlieir doctrines are drawn from it. In the great mob in 
r5-'''iton, last autumn, when the books nnd pa]!ievs of the Anti- 
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Slavery Society were tlirown out of the windows of their ofHecs 
one individual laid iioid of tlie Bible, and was about tossing it out 
to tlie ground, when anotlier reminded him that it was tlie Bible 
he had in his hand. " 0 / 'tis all o/w" he replied, and out M ent 
tlie sacred volume along w^ith the rest. We thank him lor the 
acknowledgment. Yes, " is all o?i(;'* for our l)ooks and papers 
are mostly commentaries on the Bible, and the Declai'ation. liead 
tlie Bible then : it contains the words of Jesus, and they are spirit 
and life. Judge for yourselves, whether he mnctioHvd such a sys- 
tem of oppression and crime. 

2. Pray over this subject. When you have entered into your 
closets, and shut to the doors, then pray to your father who seeth in 
s(»cret, that he w^ould open your eyes to see M hether slavery is sin- 
ful, and if it is, that he w ould enable j'^ou to bear a faithful, open, 
and unshrinking testimony against it, and to do whatsoever your 
hands find to do, leaving the consequences entirely' to Him, who 
still says to us, whenever we try to reason away duty from the fear 
of consequences, " What is that to thee, follow them meV Pray 
also for that poor slave, that he may be kept patient and submis- 
sive under his hard lot, until God is pleased to open the door of 
freedom to him, without violence or bloodshed. Pray, too, for the 
master, that his heart may be softened, and he made willing to ac- 
knowledge, as Joseph's brethren did, " Verily we are guilty concern- 
ing our brother," before he will be compelled to add, in consequence 
of Divine judgment, " therefore is all this evil come upon us.' 
Pray also for all your bretiiren and sisters Avho are labouring in the 
righteous cause of Emancipation in the Northern States, England, 
and the world. There is great encouragement for prayer in these 
w^ords of our Lord, — " Whatsoever ye shall ask the Fatiier in mij 
iiame^ he will give it to you." Pray then without ceasing, in the 
closet and the social circle. 

3. Speak on this subject. It is through the tongue, tlie pen, 
and tlie press, that truth is jirincipally propagated. Speak, then, 
to your relatives, your friends, your acquaintances, on the subject 
of slavery ; be not afi'aid if you are conscientiously convinced it is 
sinful, to say so openly, but calmly, and to let your sentiments be 
known. If von are served bv the slaves of others, try to amelio- 
rate their condition as much as possible ; never aggravate their 
faults, and thus add fuel to the fire of anger already kindled in a 
master and mistress's bosom ; remember their extreme ignorance, 
and consider them as your Ileavenly Father does, the less culpable 
on this account, even when they do wrong things. Discounte- 
nance all cruelty to them, all starvation, all corporal chastisement ; 
these may ])rutalize and break their spirits, but will never bend 
them to willing, cheerful obedience. If possible, see that they are 
comfortal)ly and seasonablij fed, whether in the house or the field ; 
it is unreasonable and cruel to expect slaves to wait for tiieir 
breakfast until eleven o'clock, when they rise at five or six. Do 
ail you can to induce their owneir, to clothe them well, and to al- 
low them many little indulgences which would contribute to their 
comfort. Al>ove all, try to persuade your husband, fatlier. br(.)- 



tliers, and sons, that dawn/ is a crime cKjuinst God and man, and 
that it is a great siti to keep human beings in such abjeet igno- 
rance ; to den}' them the privilege of learning to read and write. 
The Catholics are universally condemned for denying the Bible to 
the connnon people, but slaveholders mmt not blame them, for they 
are doing the very same thing, and for the very same reason, nei- 
ther of these systems can bear the light which bursts from the 
pages of that Holy Book. And lastly, endeavour to inculcate 
siihniission on the part of the slaves, but whilst doing this be faitli- 
ful in pleading the cause of the oppressed. 

" Will yon behold unhocdiiifif, 

Life's holiest feelings crushed ; 
When woman, 'i heart is ] leeding, 
Shall tooinaiia voice be hushed ? 

4. Act on this subject. Some of you omi slaves yourselves. 
If you believe slavery is sinfitl, set them at liberty, " undo the 
iieavy burdens, and let the oppressed go free." If they wish to 
remain with you, pay them wages ; if not, let them leave you. 
Should they remain, teach them, and have them taught the com- 
mon branches of an English education ; they have minds, and 
those minds ought to be improved. So precious a talent as intel- 
lect, never was given to be wrapped in a napkin, and buried in the 
earth. It is the duty of all, as far as they can, to improve their 
own mental faculties, because we are commanded to love God 
with all our minds, as well as wdth all our hearts, and we commit 
a great sin, if we forbid or prevent that cultivation of the mind in 
others, which would enable them to perform this duty. Teach 
your servants then to read, &c., and encourage them to believe it 
is their duty to learn, if it were only that they might read the 
Bible. 

But some of you will say, we can neither free our slaves nor 
teach them to read, for the laws of our state forbid it. Be not 
surprised -when I say such wicked laws ought to be no barrier in j 
the way of your duty, and I appeal to the Bible to prove this 
position. What was the conduct of Shiphrah and Pnah, when the ] 
l<'ng of Egypt issued his cruel mandate, with regard to the He- i 
Iirew children ? " They feared God, and did not as the king of 
Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive." Did 
these women do right in disobeying that monarch ? " Therefore 
(says the sacred text), God dealt well with them, and made them 
iionses," Ex. i. W'hat was the conduct of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, "when Nebuchadnezzar set up a golden image in the 
plain of Dura, and commanded all people, nations, and languages, 
to fall doAvn and worship it ? " Be it known unto thee (said these 
faithful Jews), O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
tlie image which thou hast set up." Did these men do right in 
(hmheying the law of their sovereign ? Let their miraculous de- 
liverance from the burning fiery furnace, answ^er ; Dan. iii. What 
was the conduct of Daniel, when Darius made a iirm decree that 
"o one sho\il(l ask a petition of any man or God for thirty days ? 



Did llie pro])liet cease to i)ray ? No ! " When Daniel knew thai 
tin; ivi'iliiKj was si(/fied, lie went into his house, and his vvindows 
being open toward Jerusalem, lie kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God. as he 
did aforetime." Did Daniel do right thus to I/reak the law of his 
king ? Let his wonderful deliverance out of the mouths of the 
lions answer ; Dan. vii. Look, too, at the Apostles Peter and 
.lohn. When the rulers of the Jews, " commanded them not to 
speak at ail, nor teach in the name of Jesus," what did they say ? 
" Whether it be right in the sight of God, to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye." And what did they do ? " They 
spake the word of God with boldness, and with great power gave 
the Apostles witness of the resurrection of ihe Lord Jesus ;" al- 
thougli this w'as the very doctrine, for the preaching of which, 
they had just been cast into prison, and furtlier threatened. Did 
these men do right ? I leave you to answer, who now enjoy the 
benefits of their labours and sufferings, in that Gospel they dared 
to preach when positively connnanded not to teach awj more in ,the 
name of Jesus. Acts iv. 

But some of you may say, if we do free our slaves they will be 
taken up and sold, therefore there will be no use in doing it. Peter 
and »Tohn might just as well have said we will not preach the Gos- 
pel, for if we do, we shall be taken up and put in prison, therefore 
there will be no use in our preaching. Consequences^ my friends, 
belong no more to you, than they did to these apostles. Duty is 
ours, and events are God's. If you think slavery is sinful, all you 
have to do is to set your slaves at liberty ; do all you can to pro- 
tect them ; and in humble faith and fervent prayer, commend them 
to your common Father. He can take care of them ; but if for 
wise purposes he sees fit to allow them to be sold, this will afford 
you an opportunity of testifying openly, wherever you go, against 
the crime of manstealing. Sucli an act wall be clear robbery, and 
if exposed, might, under the Divine direction, do the cause of 
Emancipation more good, than any thing that could happen : — ^for, 
" He • makes even the v/rath of man to praise him, and the re- 
mainder of wrath he will restrain." 

I know that this doctrine of obeying God, rather than man, will 
be considered as dangerous, and heretical by many, but I am not 
afraid openly to avow it, because it is the doctrine of the Bible ; 
but I would not be understood to advocate resistance to any law, 
however oppressive, if, in obeying it, I was not obliged to commit 
sin. If, for instance, there was a law, which imposed imjjrison- 
ment or a fine upon me if I manumitted a slave, I w^ould on no ac- 
count resist that law, I would set the slave free, and then go to 
prison, or pay the fine. If a la w conmiands me to sin, I will break 
it ; if it calls me to suffer, I will let it take its course unresistingli). 
The doctrine of blind obedience and unqualified submission to any 
human power, whether civil or ecclesiastical, is the doctrine of 
despotism, and ought to have no place among Repu])licaus and 
Christians. 

But you will p<'rha])s say, siicli a course of coiuluct would inevi- 



lvil)ly. expose us to grwil sutJering. Yes! my elii'istian frientls, I 
heiieve it would, but this will nnt excuse you or any one else for 
the neglect of duti/. If Prophets and Apostles, Martyrs and Re- 
formers, had not been w illing to suffer for the truth's sake, where 
would the world have been now ? Jf they had said, we cannot 
speak the truth, we cannot do what we believe is right, because the 
iaws of our country or jmblic opinio?/, are against us, where would 
our holy religion have been now ? The Prophets were stoned, im- 
prisoned, and killed by the Jews. And why ? Because they 
exposed and openly rebuked public sins; they opposed public 
opinion ; had they held their peace, they all might have lived in 
ease, and died in favour w'ith a wicked generation. "Why were 
tlie Apostles persecuted from city to city, stoned, incarcerated, 
])eateu, and crucified ? Because they dared to speak the truth ; 
to tell the Jews, boldly and fearlessly, that ihef/ were the murderers 
of the Lord of Glory, and that, however great a stumbling block 
the Cross might be to them, there was m^ other name given under 
heaven by which men could be saved, but the name of Jesus. Be- 
cause they declared, even at Athens, the seat of learning and 
refinement, the self-evident truth, "that they ))e no gods that 
are made with men's hands,'' and exposed to the Grecians the 
foolishness of w'orldly wisdom, and the impossibility^ of salva- 
tion but through Christ, whom they despised on account of tlie 
ignominious death he died. Because at Home, the proud mis- 
tress of the world, they thundered out the terrors of the law upon 
that idolatrous, war-making, and slaveholding community. Why 
Avere the martyrs stretclied upon the rack, gibbeted, and burnt, 
tlie scorn and diversion of a Nero, whilst their tarred an'J 
burning bodies sent up a light which illuminated the Roman 
capital ? Why were the Waldenses hunted like wild beasts 
upon the mountains of Piedmont, and slain w ith the sw^ord of the 
Duke of Savoy, and the proud monarch of France ? Why were 
tiie Presbyterians chased like the partridge over the highlands 
of Scotland, — the Methodists pumped, upon, and stoned, and p'-'-ltod 
with rotten eggs, — the Quakers incarcerated in filthy pHsonci, 
l)eatea, whipped at the cart's tail, banished, and hanged ? Because 
tliey dared to speak the truth ; to break the unrighteous laws of 
their country ; and chose rather to suffer afftiction with the people 
of God, " not accepting deliverance," even under the gallows. 
Wliy were liUther and Calvin persecuted and excomnninicated, 
and Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer burnt ? Because they fear- 
lessly proclaimed the truth, though that trutli was contrary to pub- 
lic opinion, and the authority of Ecclesiastical councils and conven- 
tu)ns. Now, all this vast amount of human sufiering might have 
been saved. All these Prophets and Apostles, Martyrs and Re- 
formers, might have lived and died in peace with all men ; but 
following the example of their great pattern, " they despised the 
sliame, endured the cross, and are now set down on the right hand 
of the throne of Cjoii," having received the glorious welcome of 
" wtill done, ^xood and faithful servants, enter ye into the joy of 
your Lord." 
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IJut you may say wo are women, liow can our liearts endure perse- 
cution ? And why not ? Have not women stood up in all the dig- 
nity and strength of moral courage to be the leaders of the people, 
and to bear a faithful testimony for the truth whenever the provid- 
ence of God has called them to do so ? Are there no women in 
that noble army of martyrs who are now singing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb ? Who led out the women of Israel from the house 
of bondage, striking the timbrel, and singing the song of deliver- 
ance on the banks of that sea, whose waters stood up like walls of 
crystal, to open a passage for their escape ? It was a woman / 
Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Moses and Aaron. Who went 
up with Barak to Kadesh to fight against Jabin, King of Canaan, 
into whose hand Israel had been sold, because of their iniquities ? 
It was a a woman ! Deborah the wife of Lapidoth, the judge, as 
well as the prophetess of that backsliding people ; Judges iv. [). 
Into whose hands was Sisera, the captain of Jabin's host delivered? 
Into the hand of a woman. Jael the wife of Heber ! Judges vi. 
21. Who dared to speak f/te inith concerning those judgments 
which were coming upon Judea, when Jos'.ah, alarmed at finding 
that his people " had not kept the word of the Lord, to do after all 
that was written in the book of the La\v," sent to inquire of the 
Lord concerning these things ? It was a woman, Huldah the 
prophetess, the wife of Shallum; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 22. Who was 
chosen to deliver the whole Jewicsh nation, from that murderous 
decree of Persia's King, which wicked Haraan had obtained by 
calumny and fraud ? It was a icoman ; Esther the Queen. 
Yes, weak and trembling woman was the instrument appointed by 
God, to reverse the bloody mandate of the eastern monarch, and 
save the whole visible church from destruction. W^hat human voice 
first proclaimed to Mary that she should be the mother of our Lord ? 
It Avas a woman I Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias ; Luke i. 42, 
43. Who united with the good old Simeon in giving thanks pub- 
licly in the temple, when the child, Jesus, was presented there by 
his parents, "and spake of him to all them that looked for redemp- 
tion in Jerusalem ?" It was a woman ! Aima the prophetess. 
Who first proclaimed Christ as the true Messiah in the streets of 
Samaria, once the capital of the ten tribes ? It was a woman ! 
Who ministered to the Sori of God w^hilst on earth, a despised and 
persecuted. Reformer, in the humble garb of a carpenter? They 
were w'omen ! Who followed the rejected King of Israel, as liis 
fiiinting footsteps trod the road to Calvary ? "A great company 
of people and of women and it is remarkable that to lhe?n alone, 
he turned and addressed the pathetic language, "Daughters of 
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and your 
children." Ah! wlio sent unto the ]{oman Governor when he 
was set down on the judgment seat, saying unto him, "Have thou 
nothing to do with that just man, for I have sufl^ered many things 
this day in a dream because of him ?" It was a woman ! "the wife 
of Pilate. Although " he hnew that for envy the Jews had deliver- 
ed Cinist,*' yet he consented to surrender the Son of God into the 
hands of a brutal soldiei-y, after having liiniself scourged his naked 
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ho'Jy. Mad the u'iff of )?ikite sat upon tliat jiiclgmi'iit seat, what 
Mould have been the result of the trial of tliis "just person 

And who last hung round the cross of Jesus, on the mountain of 
Golgotlia ? Who first visited the sepulchre early in the morning 
on the first day of the week, carrying sweet spices to embalm his 
precious body, not knowing that it was incorruptible, and could not 
be holden Ijy the bands of death ? These were women ! To 
whom did he Jirst appear after his resurrection ? It was to a 
woman! Mary Magdalene; Mark xvi. 9. \Vho gathered with 
the apostles to wait at Jerusalem, in praj-er and supplication, for 
" the promise of the Father the spiritual blessing of the Great 
High Priest of his Chui^ch, who had entered, not into the splendid 
temple of Solomon, there to offer the blood of bulls and of goats, 
and the smoking censer upon the golden altar, but into Heaven 
itself, there to present his intercessions, after having given him- 
self for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling 
savour?" Wonieii yvtdVii among that holy company ; Acts i. 14. 
And did women wait in vain ? Did those who had ministered to 
liis necessities, followed in his train, and wept at his crucifixion, 
wait in vain ? No I No ! Did the cloven tongues of fire descend 
Tipo]i the heads of women as well as men ? Yes, my friends, " it 
sat upon each of them Acts ii. 3. Women, as well as men, were 
to be living stones in the temple of grace, and therefore theii' heads 
were consecrated by the descent of the Holy Ghost, as well as 
those of men. Were women recognized as fellow-la])ourers in the 
gospel field ? They were ! Paul says, in his epistle to the Phil- 
lipians, " help those women who laboured with me in the gosj>el 
Phil. iv. 3. 

But this is not all. Roman women were burnt at the stake ; 
thfir delicate limbs were torn joint from joint by the ferocious 
l)easts of the Amphitheatre, and tossed by the wild bull in his 
fury, for the diversion of that idolatrous, warlike, and slaveholding 
people. Yes, women suffered under the ten persecutions of hea- 
then Rome, with tlie most unshrinking constancy and fortitude ; 
not all the entreaties of friends, nor the claims of new born in- 
fancy, nor the cruel threats of enemies, could make them sprinkle 
one grain of incense upon the altars of Koman idols. Come now 
vvitii me to the beautiful valleys of Piedmont. Whose blood 
stains the green sward, and decks the wild flowers with colours 
not their own, and smokes on the sword of persecuting France ? 
It is woman's^ as well as man's ! Yes, women were accounted as 
sheep from the slaughter, and were cut down as the tender sap- 
hugs of the wood. 

But time M ould fail me to tell of all those hundreds and thou- 
sands of women who perished in the low countries of Holland, 
when Alva's sword of vengeance was unsheathed against the 
Protestants, when the Catholic Inquisitions of Europe became the 
merciless executioners of vindictive wrath upon those wiio dared 
to worsliip God, instead of bowing down in holy adoration before 
" my Lord God, the Pope,'' and v*'hen England, too, burnt her 
Ann Ascoes at the stcike of liiartvrdom. Suffice it to sav, tliat tlic 



C^huroli, after having been driven from Judea to Rome, and from 
Home to Piedmont, and from Piedmont to England, and from 
England to Holland, at last stretclied her fainting wings over the 
dark bosom of the Atlantic ; and found, on the shores of a great 
wilderness, a refuge'from tyranny and oppression, as she thought; 
but even here (the warm blush of shame mantles my cheek as I 
write it), even here, woman was beaten and banished, imprisoned, 
and hung upon the gallows, a trophy to the Cross. 

And M'hat, I would ask in conclusion, have women done for the 
great and glorious cause of Emancipation ? Who wrote that pam- 
phlet which moved the heart of Wilberforce to pray over tlie 
wrongs, and liis tongue to plead the cause of the oppressed Afri- 
can ? It was a tvomcmy Elizabeth Heyrick. Who laboured assid- 
uously to keep the sulferings of the slave continually before tlie 
British public ? They were ivomen. And how did tliey do it ? 
By their needles, paint-brushes, and pens ; by speaking the trutli, 
and petitioning Parliament for the abolition of slavery. Arid what 
was the effect of their labours? Read it in the Emancipation bill 
of Great Britain. Read it in the present state of her West India 
Colonies. Read it in the impulse which has been given to the 
cause of freedom in the United States of America. Have Englisli 
women, then, done so much for the negro, and shall American 
women do nothing ? Oh no ! Already are there sixty female 
Anti-Slavery Societies in operation.* These are doing just what 
the English women did : telling the story of the coloured man's 
wrongs ; praying for his deliverance ; and jiresenting his kneeling 
image constantly before the public eye on bags and needle-books, 
card-racks, pen-wipers, pin-cushions, &c. Even the children of 
the north have inscribed on their handy-work, " May the points of 
our needles prick the slaveholders conscience." Some of the re- 
ports of these Societies exhibit not only considerable talent, but a 
deep sense of religious duty, and a determination to persevere 
through evil as well as good report, until every scourge, and every 
shackle, is buried under the feet of the manumitted slave. 

The Ladies' Auti-Slavery Society of Boston was called last autumn 
to a severe trial of their faith and constancy. They were moblicd 
by " the gentlemen of property and standing," in that city, at their 
aninversary meeting ; and their lives were jeoparded by an infuri- 
ated crowd ; h\\^. their conduct on that occasion did credit to our 
sex, and affords a full assurance that they will Jiever abandon tlie 
cause of the slave. The pamphlet, " Right and Wrong in Boston," 
issued by them, in which a particular account is given of that "mob 
of broad cloth in broad day," does equal credit to the head and the 
heart of her who wrote it. I wish my Southern sisters could read 
it ; they Avould then understand that tlie women of the North have 
engaged in this work from a sense of religious duty, and that no- 
thing will ever induce them to take their hands from it until it is 
fully accomplished. They feel no hostility to you, no ])itterne.ss 

* The number has iricroased since the above was written. There are, be- 
•iivle=-, iihout ci/j-ht bmidvod male n'-'Joeiation.^ iind upwards of .seventy nciv-it^ 
roH'^tontly !eoturin'.,^ aiid t'orr.'ii;:;;- \w:: riiixiliiuio? (j. 'T. 
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or wrath ; they rather sympathize in your trials and difiicuUies ; 
but they well know, that the first thing to be done to help you, is 
to pour in the light of truth on your minds, to urge you to reflect 
on, and pray over the subject. This is all they can do for you, 
you must work out your own deliverance with fear and trembling ; 
and V. ith the direction and blessing of God, you can do it. North- 
ern women may labour to produce a correct public opinion at 
the North, but if Southern women sit down in listless indifference 
and criminal idleness, public opinion cannot be rectified and puri- 
fied at the South. It is manifest to every reflecting mind, that 
sliuery must be abolished ; the era in which we live, and the light 
which is overspreading the whole world on this subject, clearly 
show that the time cannot be distant wLen it will Ije done. Now, 
tliere are only two ways in which it can be effected, by moral 
power, or physical force, and it is for you to choose which of these 
you prefer. Slavery always has, and always will, produce insur- 
rections wherever it exists, because it is a violation of the natural 
order of things, and no human power can much longer perpetuate 
it. The opposers of abolitionists fully believe this ; one of them 
remarked to me not long since, " there is no doubt there will be a 
most terrible overturning at the South in a few years, such cruelty 
and wrong must be visited with .Divine vengeance soon." Aboli- 
tionists believe, too, that this must inevitably be the case if you 
do not repent, and they are not willing to leave you to perish 
without entreating you to save yourselves from desti'uction ; well 
may tiiey say with the apostle, " am I then your enemy because I 
tell you the truth," and warn you to flee from impending judgments. 

But why, my dear friends, have I thus been endeavouring to lead 
you through the history of more than three thousand years, and to 
point you to that great cloud of witnesses who have gone before, 
" from works to rewards ?" Have I been seeking to magnify the 
siifierings, and exalt the character of woman, that she " might have 
praise of men?" No! no! my object has been to arouse you, as 
the wives and mothers, the daughters and sisters of the South, to a 
sense of your duty as tmineii, and as Christian women, on that great 
subject, which has already shaken our country, from the St Law- 
l ence and the lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, and from the Mississippi 
to the shores of the Atlantic ; and ivill continue mightily to shake 
It, until t!ie polluted temple of slavery fall and crumble into ruin. 
I would say unto each one of you, " what meanest thou, O sleeper! 
arise and call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us 
that we perish i}ot." Percei^'e you not that dark cloud of ven- 
geance which hangs over om^ boasting Republic? Saw you not the 
iightnings of Heaven'^ wrath in the flame which leaped from the 
Indian's torch to the roof of yonder dwelling, and liglited with its 
horrid glare the darkness of midnight ? Heard you not the thun- 
ders of Divine anger, as the distant roar of the cannon came roll- 
ing onward from the Texian country, where Protestant American 
Hebels are fighting with Mexican Republicans — forAvhat? For the 
iv-establisiiment v{' s/arrry ; yes I of American slavery in the bosom 
"I a Cuiholic Kepublie, wlieret.liat system uf rol^hery"^ violence, and 
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wrong, had been legally abolished for seven years."* Yes ! citizens 
of the United States, after plundering Mexico of her land, are now 
engaged in deadly conflict for the privilege of fastening chains, 
and collars, and manacles — upon whom? upon the subjects of some 
foreign prince ? No ! upon native born American Republican citi- 
zens, although the fathers of these very men declared to the whole 
world, while struggling to free themselves from the three-penny 
taxes of an English king, that they believed it to be a self-evident 
trutli th;it all men ivere created equal, and had an unalienable right 
to liberty. 

Well may the poet exclaim in bitter sarcasm, 

" The fustian flag that proudly waves, 
In solemn mockei'y oer a land of slaves." 

Can you not, my friends, understand the signs of the times ; do 
you not see the sword of retributive justice hanging over tlie 
South, or are you still slumbering at your posts ? — Are there no 
Shiphrahs, no Puahs among you, w^ho will dare in Christian firm- 
ness and Christian meekness, to refuse to obey the ivicked laws 
which require woman to enslave, to degrade, and to brutalize woman ? 
Are there no Miriams who would rejoice to lead out the captive 
daughters of the Southern States to liberty and light ? Are there 
no Huldahs there who will dare to ^eak the truth concerning the 
sins of the people, and those judgments, which it requires no pro- 
pliet's eye to see, must follow, if repentance is not speedily sought ? 
Is there no Esther among you who will plead for the poor devoted 
slave ? Read the history of this Persian queen, it is full of instruc- 
tion ; she at first refused to plead for the Jews ; but hear the words 
of Mordecai, " Think not witliin thyself that thou shalt escape in 
the king's house more than all the Jews, for if thou altogether holdest 
thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance 
arise to the Jews from another place : but thou and thy father\^ 
house shall be destroyed^ Listen, too, to her magnanimous reply 
to this powerful appeal ; " / ivill go in unto the king, which is not 
according to law, and if I perish, I perish." Yes ! if there wei'e 
but one Esther at the South, s\v^ might save her country from ruin ; 
but let the Christian women there arise, as the Christian women of 
Great Britain did, in the majesty of moral power, and that salva- 
tion is certain. Let them embody themselves in societies, and send 
petitions up to their difterent legislatures, entreating their husbands, 
fathers, brothers, and sons, to abolish the institution of slavery ; no 
longer to subject ivoman to the scourge and the chain, to mental 
darkness and moral degradation ; no longer to tear husbands from 
their wives, and children from their parents ; no longer to make 
men, women, and children, work without wages ; no longer to make 
their lives bitter in hard bondage ; no longer to reduce American 
citizens to the abject condition of slaves, of " chattels personal ;" 
no longer to barter the image of God in lumian shambles for cor- 
nipfible things sucit as silver and gold. 
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The women of the South can overthrow this horrible system of 
oppression and cruelty, licentiousness and wrong. Such appeals to 
your legislatures would be irresistible, for there is something in the 
heart of man which nnll bend under moral suasion. There is a 
swift witness for truth in his bosom, which will respond to truth 
when it is uttered with calmness and dignity.. If you could obtain 
but six signatures to such a petition in only one state, I would say; 
send up that petition, and be not in the least discouraged by the 
scoffs and jeers of the heartless, or the resolution of the house to 
lay it on the table. It will be a' great thing if the subject can be 
introduced into your legislatures in any way, even by ivomen, and 
thcj/ will be the most likely to introduce it there in the best pos- 
sible manner, as a matter of inerals and religion, not of expediency 
or politics. You may petition, too, the different ecclesiastical bo- 
dies of the slave states. Slavery must be attacked witli the whole 
l)ower of truth and the sword of the spirit. You nmst take it up 
on CJhristia?i ground, and fight against it with Christian weapons, 
wliilst your feet are shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace. And i/ou are now loudly called upon by the cries of the 
widow and the orphan, to arise and gird yourselves for this great 
iiioial conflict, with the whole armour of righteousness upon the 
right hand and on the left. 

There is every encouragement for you to labour and pray, my 
friends, because the abolition of slavery as well as its existence has 
heen the theme of prophecy. " Ethiopia (says the Psalmist) shall 
stretch forth her hands unto God." And is she not now doing so ? 
Are not the Christian negroes of the south lifting their hands in 
prayer for deliverance, just as the Israelites did when their redemp- 
tion was drawing nigh ? Are they not sighing and crying by rea- 
son of the hard bondage ? And think you that He, of whom it 
was said, " and God heard their groaning, and their cry came up 
unto liim by reason of the hard bondage," think you that his ear is 
Jieavy that he cannot noio hear the cries of his suffering children? 
Or that He who raised up a Moses, an Aaron, and a Miriam, to 
bring them up out of the land of Egypt from the house of bondage, 
ciinnot now, with a high hand, and a stretched out arm, save the 
Jioor negroes out of the hands of their masters ? Surely you be- 
h'eve that his arm is not shortened that he cannot save. And 
^vould not such a work of mercy redound to Iiis glory? But ano- 
ther string of the harp of prophecy vibrates to the song of deliver- 
ance : " But they sliall sit every man under his vine, and under his 
hg-tree, and none shall make them, afraid ; for the mouth of the 
Lord of Hosts hath spoken it." The slave never can do t.Iiis as 
'Oiig as he is a slave ; whilst he is a '•'chattel personal," he can own 
"(^ })roperty ; but the time is to come when ever// man is to sit un- 
der //?.v oivn vine and his oum fig-tree, and no domineering driver, 
or irresponsible master, or irascible mistress, shall make him afraid 
<-'t the chain or the whip. Hear, too, the sweet tones of another 
string : " Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in- 
creased." Slavery is an insurmountable barrier to the increase ol' 
'knowledge in every community where it exists ; slavvrt/, fken, must 



be ahodshed before this prediction can be fulfilled. Tiie lust chord 
I shall touch will be this, They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain." 

Slavery, then, must be overtlirowti before the prophecies can be 
nccompli'shed ; but how are they to be fulfilled ? Will the wheels 
of the millennial car be rolled onward by miraculous power? No! 
God designs to confer this holy privilege upon man ; it is through 
his instrumentality that the great and glorious work of reforming 
the world is to be done. And see you not how the mighty engine 
of tnoral power is dragging in its rear the Bible and peace societies, 
anti-slavery and temperance, sabbath schools, moral reform, and 
missions ? or to adopt another figure, do not these seven philan- 
thropic associations compose the beautiful tints in that bow of pro- 
mise which spans the arch of our moral heaven ? Who does not 
believe, that if these societies were broken up, their constitutions 
burnt, and the vast machinery with which they are labouring to re- 
generate mankind was stopped, that the black clouds of vengeance 
would soon burst over our world, and every city would witness the 
fate of the devoted cities of the plain ? Each one of these societies 
is walking abroad through the earth scattering the seeds of truth 
over the wide field of our world, not with the hundred hands of a 
Briareus, but with a hundred thousand. 

Another encouragement for you to labour, ray friends, is, that 
you will have the prayers and co-operation of English and North- 
ern philanthropists.* You will never bend your knees in supplica- 
tion at the throne of grace for the overthrow of slaverj^ without 
meeting there the spirits of other Christians, who will mingle their 
voices with yours, as the morning or evening sacrifice ascends to 
God. Yes, the spirit of prayer and of supplication has been pour- 
ed out upon many, many hearts ; there are wrestling Jacobs Vt ho 
will not let go of the prophetic promises of deliverance for the cap- 
tive, and the opening of prison doors to them that are bound. 
There are Pauls who are saying, in reference to this subject, 
" Lord, what wilt thou have me to do There are Marys sitting 
in the house now, who are ready to arise and go forth in this work 
as soon as the message is brought, " the master is come and call- 
eth for thee ?" And there are Marthas, too, who have already gone 
out to meet Jesus, as he bends his footsteps to their brother's 
grave, and weeps, not over the lifeless body of Lazarus bound hand 
and foot in grave-clothes, but over the politically and intellectually 
lifeless slave, bound hand and foot in the iron chains of oppression 
and ignorance. Some may be ready to say, as Martha did, who 
seemed to expect nothing but sympathy from Jesus, " Lord, by 
this time he stinketh, for he hath been dead four davs." Slie 
thought it useless to remove the stone and expose the loathsome 
body of her brother; she could not believe that so m-eat a miracle 
could be wrought, as to raise that putrijied body into life ; but 
" Jesus said, take ye away the stone ; and when they had taken 
away the stone wliere the dead was laid, and uncovered the body 
of Lazarus, then it was that " Jesus lifted up his eyes and said. 
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I'lUher, 1 thank tliee tliat thou hast hoard inc," &(.•. " And when 
lie had thus spoken, he cried witli a lond voiee, Lazarus, come 
forth." Yes, some may be ready to say of the coloured race, liow 
can thr// ever be raised politically and intellectually, they have been 
dead four hundred years ? But we have 7iotliing to do with hoio 
this is to be done ; our biismess is to take away the stone which 
has covered up the dead body of our brother, to expose the putrid 
carcass, to show how that body has been bound with tlie grave- 
clotlies of heathen ignorance, and his face with the napkin of pre- 
judice, and having done all it was our duty to do, to stand by the 
negro's grave, in humble faith and holy hope, waiting to hear the 
life-giving command of " Lazarus, come forth." This is just what 
Anti-Slavery Societies are doing ; they are taking away the stone 
fiom the mouth of the tomb of slavery, where lies the putrid carcass 
of our brother. They want the pure light of heaven to sh.ine into 
that dark and gloomy cave ; they want all men to see how that dead 
body has been bound, how that face has been wrapped in the nap- 
Inn of prejudice ; and shall they wait beside that grave in vain ? 
Is not Jesus still the resurrection and the life ? Did He come to 
proclaim liberty to the captive, and the opening of prison doors to 
tlipin that are boimd in vain ? Did He promise to give beauty for 
aslips, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness unto them that mourn in Zion, and will He re- 
fuse to beautify the mind, anoint the head, and throw around the 
ciptive negro the mantle of praise for that spirit of heaviness, which 
has so long bound him down to the ground ? Or shall we not ra- 
tlier say with the prophet, " the zeal of the Lord of Hosts ivill per- 
form this ? ' Yes, his promises are sure, and amen in Christ Jesus, 
that he will assemble her that halteth, and gather her that is cb-iven 
out, and her that is afflicted. 

But I will now say a few words on the subject of Abolitionism. 
Doubtless you have all heard Anti-Slavery Societies denounced as 
insurrectionary and mischievous, fanatical and dangerous. It has 
been said they publish the most abominable untruths, and that they 
are endeavouring to excite rebellions at the South. Have you be- 
lieved these reports, my friends ? have you also been deceived by 
these false assertions ? Listen to me, then, whilst I endeavour to 
M'ipe from the fair character of Abolitionism such unfounded accu- 
sations. You know that / am a Southerner; you know that my 
dearest relatives are now in a slave state. Can you for a moment 
believe I would prove so recreant to the feelings of a daughter and 
a sister, as to join a society which was seeking to overthrow sla- 
very by falsehood, bloodshed, and murder ? I appeal to you who 
have known and loved me in days that are passed, can you believe 
it ? No ! my friends. As a Carolinian, I was peculiarly jealous of 
any movements on this subject; and before I would join an Anti- 
Slavery Society, I took the precaution of becoming acquainted 
with some of the leading Abolitionists, of reading their publications 
and attending their meetings, at which I heard addresses both from 
coloured and white men ; and it was not until I was fully convin- 
ced that their principles M-ere etitirehj jmcific, and their efforts o;//y 



7noral, that I gave my name as a member to the Female Anti-Sla- 
very Society of Philadelphia.* Since that time, I have regularly 
taken the Liberator, and read many Anti-Slavery pamphlets and 
papers and books, and can assure you I never have seen a single 
insurrectionary paragraph, and never read any account of cruelty 
which I could not believe. Southerners may deny the truth of 
these accounts, but why do they not jyrove them to be false. Their 
violent expressions of horror at such accounts being believed, mcuj 
deceive some, but they cannot deceive me^ for I lived too long in 
the midst of slavery, not to know what slavery is. When / speak 
of this system, " I speak that I do know," and I am not at all 
afraid to assert, that Anti-Slavery publications have not overdrawn 
tlie monstrous features of slavery at all. And many a Southerner 
knows this as well as I do. A lady in North Carolina remarked to 
a friend of mine about eighteen months since, " Northerners know 
nothing at all about slavery ; they think it is perpetual bondage 
only ; but of the depth of degradation that word involves, they have 
no conception ; if they had, they loould never cease their efforts un- 
til so horrible a system was overthrown." She did not know how 
faithfully some Northern men and Northern women had studied 
this subject ; how diligently they had searched out the cause of 
" him who had none to help him," and how fearlessly they had told 
the story of the negro's wrongs. Yes, Northerners know every 
thing about slavery now. This monster of iniquity lias been un- 
veiled to the world, her frightful features unmasked, and soon, 
very soon will she be regarded, with no more complacency by the 
American Republic, than is the idol of Juggernaut, rolling its bloody 
wheels over the crushed bodies of its prostrate victims. 

But you will probably ask, if Anti-Slavery societies are not in- 
surrectionary, why do Northerners tell us they are ? Why, I 
would ask you in return, did Northern senators and Northern re- 
presentatives give their votes, at the last sitting of congress, for the 
admission of Arkansas Territory as a State ? Take those men, one 
by one, and ask them in their parlours, do you approve of slavery ? 
ask them on Northern ground, where they will speak the truth, and 
I doubt not every man of them will tell you, no 1 Why then, I 
ask, did they give their votes to enlarge the mouth of that grave 
which has already destroyed its tens of thousands ? All our 
enemies tell us they are as much anti-slavery as we are. Yes, my 
friends, thousands who are helping you to bind the fetters of 
slavery on the negro, despise you in their hearts for doing it ; 
they rejoice that such an institution has not been entailed upon 

* I may bo permitted to add to the testimony of Miss Grimke, that of the ce- 
lebrated 13r Clumning, who is opposed to the organization and united action of 
Anti- Slavery Societies G, T. 

" A bodv of men and women, more blameless than the abolitionists in their va- 
rious relations, or more disposed to adopt a rigid construction of the Christian pre- 
cepts, cannot be found among us." * * " They yield to no party in moral worth." 

" As to the charge brought against the abolitionists of stirring up insurrection at 
the South, 1 never met the shadow of a proof that this nefarious project was me- 
ditated by a single member of their body. " — Dr Channwgs letter to J. (r. 
TUnieij, Ksij. 



tliem. Why then, I would ask; do they lend you their help ? I 
will tell you, " they love the praise of men more than tlie praise of 
God." The Abolition cause has not yet become so popular as to 
induce them to believe, that by advocating it in congress, the}'^ 
shall sit more securely in their seats there, and like the chief rnlcr9> 
in the days of our Saviour, though many believed on him, j'et they 
did not confess him, lest should he put out of the synagogue ; 
John xii. 42, 43. Or, perhaps like Pilate, thinking they could 
prevail nothing, and fearing a tumult, they determined to release 
Barabbas and surrender the just man, the poor innocent slave to 
be stripped of his rights and scourged. In vain will such men try 
to wash their hands, and say, with the Roman governor, " I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person." Northern American 
statesmen are no more innocent of the crime of slavery, than Pilate 
was of the murder of Jesus, or Said of that of Stephen. These 
are high charges, but I appeal to their hearts ; I appeal to public 
opinion ten years from noAV. Slavery then is a national sin. 

But you will say, a great many other Northerners tell us so, 
wlio can have no political motives. The interests of the North, 
you must know, my friends, are very closely combined with those 
of the South. The Northern merchants and manufacturers are 
making their fortunes out of the produce of slave labour s the 
grocer is selling your rice and sugar ; how then can these men bear 
a testimony against slavery without condemning themselves ? But 
there is another reason, the North is most dreadfully afraid of 
Amalgamation. She is alarmed at the very idea of a thing so 
monstrous, as she thir^ks. And lest this consequence might flow 
from emancipation, she is determined to resist all efforts at eman- 
cipation without expatriation. It is not because she approves of 
akiverg^ or believes it to be " the corner stone of our republic," for 
she is as much anti-slavery as w^e are ; but amalgamation is too 
horrible to think of. Now I would ask you, is it right, is it gene- 
rous, to refuse tlie coloured people in this country the advantages 
of education, and tlie privilege, or rather the right, to follow ho- 
liest trades and callings merely because they are coloured. The 
same prejudice exists here against our coloured brethren that existed 
against the Gentiles in Judea. Great numbers cannot bear the 
idea of equality, and fearing lest, if they had the same advantages 
we enjoy, they would become as intelligent, as moral, as religious, 
and as respectable and wealthy, they are determined to keep them 
as low as they possibly can. Is this doing as they would be done 
hy ^ Is this loving their neighbour as themselves ? Oh ! that such 
opposers of Abolitionism would put their souls in the stead of the 
h'ee coloured man's and obey the apostolic injunction, " remember 
Jlieni that are in bonds as hound ivith them.r I will leave you to 
Judge whether the fear of amalgamation ought to induce men to 
oppose anti-slavery efforts, when they believe slavery to be sinful. 
l^rejudice against colour is the inost powerful enemy we have to 
^ight with at the North.* 

T have thrown a few particulars respecting Prejudice, into Appendix III. — 
''. T. 
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You need not be surprised, then, at all, at what is said ayainsl 
Abolitionists by the North, for they are wielding a two-edged sword, 
which, even here, cuts through tlie cG7'ds of caste^ on the one side, 
and the bonds of interest on the other. They are only sharing the 
fate of other reformers, abused and reviled whilst they are in the 
minority ; but they are neither angry nor discouraged by the 
invective which has been heaped upon them by slaveholders at the 
South, and their apologists at the North. They know that when 
George Fox and. William Ednmndson were labouring in behalf of 
the negroes in the West Indies, in 1671, that the very same slan- 
ders were ])ropagated against them, which are noio circulated 
against Abolitionists. Although it was well known that Fox was 
the founder of a religious sect which repudiated all war, and cdl 
violence, yet even he was accused of " endeavouring to excite the 
slaves to insurrection, and of teachine- the nej^roes to cut their 
master's throats." And these two men who had their feet shod 
with the preparation of the Gospel of Peace, were actually com- 
pelled to draw up a formal declaration, that thei/ were not trying 
to raise a rebellion in Barbadoes. It is also worthy of remark, 
that these Reformers did not at this time see the necessity of 
emancipation under seven years, and their principal efforts were 
exerted to persuade the planters of the necessity of instructing 
their slaves ; but the slaveholder saw then, just what the slave- 
holder sees now% that an enlightened population never can be a 
slave population, and therefore they passed a law, that negroes 
should not even attend the meetings of Friends. Abolitionists 
know that the life of Clarkson was sought by slavetraders, and that 
even Wilberforce w^as denounced on the floor of Parliament as a 
fanatic and a hypocrite, by the present king of England, the very 
man who, in 1 834, set his seal to that instrument which burst the 
fetters of eight hundred thousand slaves in his West India colonies. 
Tliey know that the first Quaker who bore a faithful testimony 
against the sin of slavery, w^as cut off from religious fellowship 
with tiiat society. That Quaker was a woman. On her deathbed 
she sent for the connnittee who dealt with her, — slie told them the 
near approach of death had not altered her sentiments on the sub- 
ject of slavery, and, waving her hand toward a very fertile and 
beautiful portion of country wdiich lay stretched before her win- 
dow, she said with great solemnity, " Friends, the time will come 
Avhen there will r.ot be friends enough in all this district to hold 
one meeting for worship, and this garden will be turned into a 
wilderness." 

Tlie aged friend, who, with tears in his eyes, related this in- 
teresting narrative to me, remarked, that at that time there were 
seven meetings of friends in that part of Virginia, but that when 
he was there ten years ago, not a single meeting was held, and the 
c(mntry was literally a desolation, Soon after her decease, Jolui 
Woolman began liis labours in our society, and instead of disown- 
ing a mend)er for testifying against slavery, they have for fifty- 
hvo years j)ositive]y forbidden their members to hold slaves. 

Abolitionists understand the sUiveholding spirit too well to 
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surprised at anything that has yet happened at the South or the 
North ; they know that the greater the sin is, which is exposed, 
tlie more violent will be the efforts to blacken the character, and 
impugn the motives of those who are engaged in bringing to light 
the hidden things of darkness. They understand the work of Re- 
form too well to be driven back by the furious waves of opposi- 
tion, which are only foaming out their own shame. They have 
stood " the world's dread laugh," w^hen only twelve men formed 
the first Anti-Slavery Society in Boston, in 183/. They have 
faced and refuted the calumnies of their enemies, and proved 
tliemselves to be emphatically jpmcc rnen, by 7iever resisting the 
violence of mobs, even when driven by them from the temple of 
God, and dragged by an infuriated crowd through the streets of 
the emporium of New England,* or subjected by slaveholders to 
the pain of corporal punishment, f " None of these things move 
them and, by the grace of God, thev are determined to perse- 
vere in this work of faith, and labour of love : they mean to pray, 
and preach, and write, and print, until slavery is completely over- 
thrown, — until Babylon is taken up and cast into the sea, to " be 
found no more at all." They mean to petition Congress year af- 
ter year, until the seat of our government is cleansed from the sin- 
ful traffic in " slaves and the souls of men." Although that august 
assembly may be like the unjust judge who " feared not God, nei- 
ther regarded man," yet it 7nust yield, just as he did, from the 
power of importunity. Like the unjust judge, Congress must 
redress the wrongs of the widow, lest by the continual coming up 
of petitions it be weai'ied. This will be striking the dagger into 
the very heart of the monster, who will soon after sink to the 
earth and expu'e. 

AboHtionists have been accused of abusing their Southern breth- 
ren. Did the prophet Isaiah abuse the Jews when he addressed 
to them the cutting reproofs contained in the first chapter of his 
prophecies, and ended by telling them they would be ashamed of 
the oaks they had desired, and confounded for the garden they 
had chosen? Did John the Baptist abuse the Jews when he 
called them " a generation of vipers" and warned them " to bring 
foi th fruits meet for repentance ? " Did Peter abuse the Jews 
when he told them they were the murderers of the Lord, of Glory ? 
l)id Paul abuse the Roman Governor when he reasoned beibre 
him of righteousness, temperance, and judgment, so as to r/end 
conviction home to his guilty heart, and cause him to tremble in 
view of the crimes he was living in ? Surely not. No man will 
noio accuse the prophets and apostles of abuse, but what have 
Abolitionists done more than they ? No doubt the Jews thyifght 
the prophets and apostles in their day just as harsh and unchari- 
tal)le as slaveholders now think Abolitionists ; if they did not, 
why did they beat, and stone, and kill them ? 

* Case of Mr Garrison on the 21st October, 1835. 

t Case of Amos Dresser, who was sentenced by a Lynch committee of Chris- 
men (?) to receive 20 lashes on his bare back, for the crime of bcinff an 
abohtioni;t. ^ 
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Great fault has been found with the prints which have been em- 
ployed to expose slavery at the North, but, my friends, how could 
this be done so effectually in any other way ? Until the pictures 
of the slave's sufferings were drawn and held up to public gaze, no 
Northerner had any idea of the cruelty of the system ; it never en- 
tered their minds thdt such abominations could exist in Christian, 
Republican America ; they never suspected that many of the gen- 
tlemen and ladies who came from the South to spend the summer 
months in travelling among them, were petty tyrants at home. 
And those who had lived at the South, and came to reside at the 
North, were too ashamed of slavery even to speak of it ; the lan- 
guage of their hearts was, " tell it not in Gath, publish it mt in 
the streets of Askelon they saw no use in uncovering the loath- 
some body to popular sight, and, in hopeless despair, wept in secret 
places over the sins of oppression. To such hidden mourners the 
formation of Anti-Slavery Societies was as life from the dead: the 
first beams of hope which gleamed through the dark clouds of de- 
spondency and grief. Prints were made use of to effect the aboli- 
tion of the Inquisition in Spain ; and Clarkson employed them when 
he was labouring to break up the Slave trade; and English Aboli- 
tionists used them just as we are now doing. They are powerful 
appeals, and have invariably done the work they were designed 
to do, and we cannot consent to abandon the use of them until the 
realities no longer exist. 

With regard to those white men, who, it was said, sought to 
raise an insurrection in Mississippi a year ago, and who were stated 
to be Abolitionists, none of them were proved to be members of 
Anti-Slavery Societies, and it must remain a matter of greatr doubt 
whether, even they, were guilty of the crimes alleged against them ; 
because, when any community is thrown into such a panic as to 
inflict Lynch law upon accused persons, they cannot be supposed 
to be capable of judging with calmness and impartiality. We knoio 
that the papers of which the Charleston mail was robbed, were not 
insurrectionary, and that they were not sent to the coloured people 
as was reported. We know that Amos Dresser was no insurrec- 
tionist^ though he was accused of being so, and on this false ac- 
cusation, was publicly whipped in Nashville (Termessee) in the 
midst of a crowd of infuriated slaveholders. Was that young man 
disgraced by this infliction of corporal punishment? No more 
th an M as the great apostle of the Gentiles who five times received 
forty stripes, save oiie. Like him, he might have said, " hence- 
forth I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus," for it was 
for the truth's sake he suffered, as much as did the Apostle Paul. 
Are Nelson, and Garrett, and Williams, and other Abolitionists, 
who have recently been banished from Missouri, insurrectionists ? 
We know they are not, whatever slaveholders may choose to call 
thern. The spirit which now asperses the character of the Aboli- 
tionists, is the vertj same which dressed up the Christians of Spain 
in the skins of wild beasts and pictures of devils, when they were 
led to execution as hereticso Before we condemn individuals, it is 
necessary, even in a wicked comnmnity, to accuse them of some 
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crime ; hence, when Jezebel wished to compass the death of Na~ 
botli, men of Belial were suborned to bear false witness against 
him : and so it was with Stephen, and so it ever has been, and ever 
will be, as long as there is any virtue to suffer on the rack, or the 
gallows. False witnesses must appear against Abolitionists before 
they can be condemned. 

I will now say a few words on George Thompson's mission to 
this country. This philanthropist was accused of being a foreign . 
emissary. Were La Fayette, and Steuben, and De Kalb, foreign 
emissaries when they came over to America to fight against the 
tories, who preferred submitting to what was termed, *' the yoke 
of servitude," rather than bursting the fetters which bound them to 
the mother county ? I7iei/ came with carnal weapom to enga^^e 
in bloody conflict against American citizens, and yet, where do their 
names stand on the page of History. Among the honourable, or 
the low ? Thompson came here to war against the giant sin of 
slavery, not with the sword and the pistol, but with the smooth 
stones of oratory taken from the pure waters of the river of Truth. 
His splendid talents and commanding eloquence rendered him a 
powerful coadjutor in the Anti-Slavery cause, and in order to 
neutralize the effects of these upon his auditors, and rob the poor 
slave of the benefits of his labours, his character was defamed, his life 
was sought, and he at last driven from our Republic, as a fugitive. 
But was Thompson disgraced by all this mean and contemptible 
and wicked chicanery and malice ? No more than was Paul, when 
in consequence of a vision he had seen at Troas, he went over to 
Macedonia to help the Christians there, and was beaten and im- 
prisoned, because he cast out a spirit of divination from a young 
damsel, which had brought much gain to her masters. Paul was as 
much a foreign emissary in the Roman colony of Philippi, as 
George Thompson was in America, and it was because he was a 
Jeiv, and taught customs it was not lawful for them to receive or 
observe, being Romans, that the Apostle was thus treated. 

What have the foes of freedom in this land gained by the ex- 
pulsion of George Thompson from these shores ? Look at him 
now pouring the thundering strains of his eloquence upon crowded 
audiences in Great Britain, and see in this a triumphant vindica- 
tion of his character. The slaveholder, and his obsequious apolo- 
gist, have gained nothing by all their violence and falsehood. No ! 
the stone which struck Goliath of Gath, had already been thrown 
from the sling. The giant of slavery who had so proudly defied 
the armies of the living God, haxi received his death-blow before 
he left our shores. But what is George Thompson doing there ? 
Is he not now labouring as effectually to abolish American slavery 
as though he trod our own soil, and lectured to New York or Bos- 
ton assemblies ? What is he doing, but constructing a stupendous 
dam, whi<ih will turn the overwhelming tide of public opinion over 
the wheels of that machinery which Abolitionists are working here. 
He is now lecturing to Britons on American Slavery, to the sub- 
jects of a King, on the abject condition of the slaves of a Republic. 
He is telling them of that mighty confederacy of petty tyrants, 
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which extends over thirteen States of our Union. He is tolUng 
them of the munificent rewards offered by slaveholders, for the 
heads of the most distinguished advocates for freedom in this 
country.* He is moving the British Churches to send out to the 
churches of America the most solemn appeals, reproving, rebuking, 
and exhorting them with all long-suffering and patience, to abandon 
the sin of slavery immediately. Where then, I ask, will the name 
of George Thompson stand on the page of History ? Among the 
honourable or the base ? 

What can I say more, my friends, to induce you to set your 
hands, and heads, and hearts to this great work of justice and 
mercy. Perhaps you have feared the consequences of immediate 
Emancipation, and been frightened by all those dreadful prophecies 
of rebellion, bloodshed, and murder, which have been uttered. 
" Let no man deceive you they are the predictions of that same 
" lying spirit" which spoke through the four thousand prophets of 
old, to Ahab king of Israel, urging him on to destruction. Slavery 
may produce these horrible scenes if it is continued five years 
longer, but Emancipation 7iever will. 

I can prove the safety of immediate Emancipation by history. In 

* Soon after the commencement of the Liberator newspaper, the Senate of 
Georgia offered 5000 dollars for the editor, Mr Garrison. The Governor of the 
State gave his sanction to the resolution. It has never been rescinded G- T. 

FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD ! 

The above reward will be given on the delivery, to the Committee of Vigilance 
for the Parish of East Feliciana, Louisiana, of the Notorious Abolitionist, 
ARTHUR TAPPAN of NEW YORK. 

Papers opposed to Abolition throughout the United States are requested to 
give publicity to the above. 

Jackson, Louisiana, Oct. 15, 1835. 

\_From the Milledgeville (^Gershi) Federal Union.~\ 

10,000 DOLLARS REWARD, 

For A. A. PHELPS, a Noted Abolitionist, who is now spreading the de- 
testable doctrine in the New-England States, and who is hired by the Tappanites, 
at the rate of 1200 dollars per annum. The above reward will be paid on his 
delivery in Savannah to the Sheriff of Chatham county. 

MANY CITIZENS. 

Fehrnary 1, 1836 3t — 32 

* ^ Editors at the North, opposed to the abolition incendiaries, are requested 
to give the above notice one insertion in their respective papers. 

The same paper which contains the above, has also numerous advertisements 
of men andioomen for sale. Among these is one advertising the sale together, of 
a MAN, two HORSES, and a MULE ! Here it is ;_ 

ADMINISTRATOR'S SALE. 

On the first Tuesday in March next, will, within the legal hours, be sold, before 
the Court House door, in the town of Milledgeville, Baldwin county, one negro 
man, by the name of Stephen, two horses and one mule^ belonging to the estate 
of Martin P. Smith, deceased, for the benefit of the heirs and creditors of said 
deceased. Terms made known on the dav of sale. 

WILLIAM F. SMITH, Administrator. 

Di'cpmher 14, 1835.— 25 
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St Domingo, in 1793, six Imndred thou sand slaves were set free in a 
white population of forty-two thousand. That island " marched as 
by enchantment towards its ancient splendour, cultivation prosper- 
ed, every day produced perceptible proofs of its progress, and the 
negroes all continued quietly to work on the different plantations, 
until in 1802, France determined to reduce these liberated slaves 
again to bondage. It was at this time that all those dreadful scenes 
of cruelty occurred, Avhich we so often wijmtly hear spoken of, as 
the effects of Abolition. They were occasioned not by Emancipa- 
tion, but by the base attempt to fasten the chains of slavery on the 
limbs of liberated slaves. 

In Gaudaioupe, eighty-five thousand slaves were freed in a white 
population of thirteen thousand. The same prosperous effects fol- 
lowed manumission here, that had attended it in Hayti, every thing 
was quiet until Bonaparte sent out a fleet to reduce these negroes 
again to slavery, and in 1802, this institution was re-established in 
that island. In 1 834, when Great Britain detei-mined to liberate the 
slaves in her West India colonies, and proposed the apprenticeship 
system, the planters of Bermuda and Antigua, after having joined 
the other planters in their representations of the bloody conse- 
quences of Emancipation, in order, if possible, to hold back the 
hand which was offering the boon of freedom to the poor negro ; 
as soon as they found such falsehoods were utterly disregarded, and 
Abolition must take place, came forward voluntarily, and asked for 
the compensation which was due to them, saying, they iweferred 
immediate emancipation^ and were not afraid of any insurrection. 
And how is it with these islands now ? They are decidedly more 
prosperous than any of those in which the apprenticeship system 
was adopted, and England is now trying to abolish that system, so 
fully convinced is she that immediate Emancipation is the safest 
and the best plan. 

And why not try it in the Southern States, if it nexier has occa- 
sioned rebellion ; if iiot a drop of hlood has ever been shed in con- 
sequence of it, though it has been so often tried, why should we 
suppose it would produce such disastrous consequences now ? " Be 
not deceived then, God is not mocked," by such false excuses for 
not doing justly and loving mercy. There is nothing to fear from 
immediate Emancipation, but every thing from the continuance of 
Slavery. 

Sisters in Christ, I have done. As a Southerner, I have felt it 
was my duty to addi'ess you. I have endeavoured to set before 
you the exceeding sinfulness of slavery, and to point you to the 
example of those noble women who have been raised up in the 
church to effect great revolutions, and to suffer for the truth's sake. 
I have appealed to your sympathies as women, to your sense of 
duty as Christian women. I have attempted to vindicate the Abo- 
litionists, to prove the entire safety of immediate Emancipation, 
?md to plead the cause of the poor and oppressed. I have done — 
I have sowed the seeds of truth, but I well know, that even if an 
Apollos were to follow in my steps to water them, " God only can - 
give the increase." To Him, then, who is able to prosper the work 
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of his servant's Iiai^kl commend this appeal in fervent prayer, 
that as lie " hath cJw^n the iveak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty," so He may cause His blessing f) de- 
scend and carry conviction to the hearts of many Lydias through 
these speaking pages. Farewell — count me not your " enemy be- 
cause I have told you the truth," but believe me in unfeigned af- 
fection, 

Your sympathizing Friend, 



ANGELINA E. GRIMKE. 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 

Texas is a part of the great continent of North America, immediately conti- 
guous to the United States. It is that portion of the Mexican territory com- 
prised between the Mouths and the Sources of the Sabine, Rio Del Norte, and 
Arkansas, or Red Rivers. It is bounded on the east and north-east of Loui- 
siana and Arkansas ; on the west and south-west by the Mexican States of Coa- 
huila, Tamaulipas, and New Mexico ; on the south by the Gulf of Mexico ; and 
on the north by the Red River. Since 1822, a large number of emigrants from 
the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Missouri, have gone into 
this territory, carrying slaves with them, or purchasing them soon after. These 
Anglo- American settlers have recently revolted from the Mexican government, 
and, assisted by the people of the United States, are seeking to establish their 
independence, preparatory to becoming one of the States of the North American 
Union. The determination of the Texians to be entirely independent of the 
Mexican government and states, arises from their hatred of the coloured popula- 
tion of Mexico, their connexion with the whites of the United States by birth, 
politics, &c., — ^their adhesion to a strong party, who, for many years, have been 
seeking the annexation of Texas to the United States, — and, finally, the laws of 
Mexico, which know no distinctions founded on colour, and absolutely prohibit 
slavery and the slave trade. 

Thu following extract from the Constitution, recently adopted by the rebel 
Texians, will set forth in the strongest light the grounds of their disaiFection to 
the Mexican government. It would be difficult to select from amongst the re- 
cords of ancient or modern times, any thing more atrocious ; yet this is part of a 
constitution adopted by men professing to be engaged in a struggle for civil and 
religious liberty ; and the framers of this constitution have been eulogized 
throughout the United States as the champions of liberty and equality ! 

" O Freedom ! Freedom ! how I hate thy cant ! 

Who can, with patience, for a moment see 
The medley mass of pride and misery, 
Of whips and charters, manacles and rights, 
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites ? 
To think that man, thou just and righteous God ! 
Should stand before thee with a tyrant's rod 
O'er creatures like himself, with souls from thee. 
Yet dare to boast of perfect liberty !" 

" Section IX All persons of colour who were slaves for life previous to 

their emigration to Texas, and who are now held in bondage, shall kemain 
in the like state of servitude, provided the said slave shall be the /e/c pro- 
I'EiiTY of the person so holding said slave as aforesaid. Congress shall pass no 
lurvs to prohibit emigrants from the United States of America from bringing 
their slaves into the Republic w? . . them, and holding them by the same tenure 
by which such slaves were held in the United States; nok shall Congkess 
HAVE POWER TO EMANCIPATE SLAVES ; Tior shall any slaveholder be allowed to 
emancipate his or her slave or slaves, WITHOUT THE consent of Cv.wgkess, 
uuless he or she fhall send his or her slave slaves, without the limits of the 
Ropublic.^ No free person of African descent, either in i:hole or in part, shall 



BE Pi:RMlTTED TO RESIDE permanently in the Republic, without the consent nf 
Congress ; and the importation or admission of Africans or Negroes into the 
Republic, excepting from the United States of America, is for ever 
prohibited, and declared to be piracy." 

The opinion of the intelligent and patriotic Abolitionists of the United States 
will doubtless be appreciated by the people of this country. I therefore insert 
two resolutions on the subject of Texas. The first was adopted at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society, New York, May 1836: — 

" On the motion of Gerrit Smith, Esq., — Resolved, That it is evident that the 
present struggle in Texas against the Government of Mexico is mainly for the 
extension and perpetuity of slavery, and therefore deserves the strongest repro- 
bation of the friends of liberty and humanity ; and that we fully beiieve that 
the independence of Texas, or its acquisition by our Government under these 
circumstances, would be mournfully disastrous to the cause of the coloured 
race, — of Liberty, Republicanism, and Christianity," 

The following was passed at the Anniversary of the New York State Anti- 
Slavery Society, October 1.836 : — 

*' Resolved, That we recognize in the Texian rebellion a scheme for robbing 
Mexico of her territory, for the purpose of re-establishing slavery upon it ; and that 
we regard the exclusive privilege of supplying the slave market of Texas, recently 
granted to this country, as an insult to the moral sense of the nation, and a.lso 
as a bribe to facilitate the admission into the American Union of a loathsome 
republic, which, while pretending attachment to liberty, is seeking to establish 
and perpetuate the most horrible and abominable despotism." 

The following is the opinion of the Hon. John Quincy Adams, ex- President 
of the United States, delivered in the House of Representatives at Washington, 
May 1836 :— 

" The war now raging in Texas is a Mexican civil war, and a war for the 
re-establishment of slavery where it was abolished. It is not a servile war, but 
a war between slavery and emancipation, and every possible effort has been 
made to drive us into the war, on the side of slavery. ' 



No. II. 

The two following documents will be read with interest. The first is a 
communication from the Female Abolitionists of New England 

TO THE WOMEN OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Dear Friends, Boston, November, 1835- 

We write to you from the heat of a commotion, unparalled in our remem- 
brance ; and the scene we witness, and wish we could find adequate v/ords to 
describe, is one of awful sublimity. 

But how can we embody so vast a subject in so slight a sketch as time per- 
mits ? How can we in a few words picture to your minds the awakening of a 
nation from a dream of peace, and freedom, and glory, to a realiti' of strife, 
and slavery, and dishonour ? 

Here are the noble few, half spent, yet strong in heart, struggling to stay the 
headlong descent of the many. Here are the frantic many rushing down to the 
abyss, with eyes yet closed, and brains yet under the influence of their feverish 
dream. Here are the miscalled wise and prudent, the mistaken, benevolent, and 
compassionate, the imbecile and office-seeking Statesman, the time-serving and 
timid Clergy, — the Wealthy, the Fashionable, the Literary, the blind leaders of 
the blind, the self-styled religious, all joining to heap opprobrium and persecu- 
tion upon those who would faia save them from the swift walking destruction that 
threatens our noon-day. 

Foremost among this band of steadfast-hearted stands George Thompson. 
We fervently thank God who put it into the mind of Great Britain to send him 
to our aid. His piety and eloquence, his incorruptible integrity, his devoted 
solf-sacrifice, his unrivalled talents, have given a wonderful impulse to the cause. 
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111 ))r(i^)<)rtion to his iDsefulness has tlie cry been raised that he should de])art 
out oi uur coasts." Now that his life is in danger from the assassin every nio- 
mont that he remains in this country, we, too, think it is time that ho should 
depart. What a revelation has the past year flashed! upon our minds ! Slavery 
lias infected the life-blood, and inflamed the heart of the nation. It is a literal 
fact, that never among the bloodiest race of the most persecuting age, was con- 
cealment more necessary to preserve the life of a defender of unpopular truth. 
Such a one has not merely assassination to apprehend, — he holds his life and 
profierty at the mercy of a mob of those who call themselves the " wealth and 
standing, the influence and respectability of the country," who are striving to 
cstabli;h an aristocratic order of things, without those adjuncts and circum- 
stances which, in Europe, seem to justify such an order. Scenes of outrage 
have become so common, as to follow regularly upon the expression of our opi- 
nions. 'J'he spirit of northern Liberty iy comuianded to yield to the spirit^ of 
southern Slavery, and we are made to feel in our own persons that the violation 
of the rights of the black man has made the rights of the white man insecure. 
So simple a matter as the Annual Meeting of our Society, caused the representa- 
tives of the Slave interest in this city to rush to the spot, in numbers not less 
than 4000 or 5000, for the avowed purpose of putting a stop to the meeting, by 
taking the life of Mr Thompson, w\u , they conjectured, was to address us. Not 
finding him, they seized Mr Garrisc and his life was hardly saved by the most 
desperate exertions. Mr Thompson has been for weeks a prisoner to bis room. 
The abolitionists dare not allow him to risk his life further. Notwithstanding 
their wrongs they are true patriots ; and, independently of their fervent friend- 
ship to the man, and the deep sense of the value of his life to the cause, they 
shudder at the probability, that his blood may be upon the head of this people, 
if he remains longer. Even his wife and little ones are unsafe. These arc 
horrible truths. We can find no words to express our sense of grief and indig- 
nation, therefore we make no comments. We arc obliged to bear the sense of 
them constantly in our minds, and this is a severity of infliction which compels us 
to confess them. We do so with the hope that we may have your sympathy and 
your prayers, and in the confidence that every contemplation of the present crisis 
will strengthen us to renewed exertions. One of our authors justly observes, 
*' The time of preparation for a better order of things, is not a time of favo-;: - 
able appearances. We si.'c on reflection, that the state of a nation has changed 
lor the better, when it has passed from deadly lethargy, though to convulsive 
life." 

These considerations are for the present grievous, yet shall they yield the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness to them that arc exercised thereby. It is not 
until the Angel troubled the pool, that it has virtue to heal the impotent who lie 
about it ; not until men's minds are hot in the furnace, that they yield to the 
weight of evidence and argument ; and we must not wonder that the blows of 
these appointed instruments bring out sparkles of fiery indignation. 

While the strong are thus ngaged in endeavouring to soften and influenee, 
\ve, who are weak, are yet .trong in purpose, to continue to use all righteous, 
christian, and suitable m*-cms, to eff'ect the same great objects. Amid our many 
afflictions, we are sorrowing most of all, that we must see his face no more, whom 
you have sent to give us aid, counsel, and courage. lie has done all this most 
pffoctually, and is hunted for his life as his reward. But a ditterent reward awaits 
him, — the blessings and the thanks of every friend of human freedom that now 
breathes, or ever shall breathe, on this Globe, — the joy of the host of heaven 
over the multitudes his ministrations have blessed, — the command which, if ever 
mortal could, he may confidently anticipate, to enter also into the joy of his 
Lord. 

Dear Friends, we boast a common ancestry and language : our hearts and our 
hopes too are one. You, as well as ourselves, claim kindred with those " devout 
and honourable women," the puritan mothers of New England. They were 
wont to commend themselves to their friends in "the love of Christ." Do we 
"ot The same when we say, yours, in the love of freedom ? 

In behalf of the Ladies' Anti-Slavery Associations in New England, 
(Signed) MARY S. PARKKH, President.' 

MARIA W. CHAPMAN, Srr. For. ('nr. 



REPLY FROM THE LADIES OF DARLINGTON. 

At an Adjourned Mooting of liadies IViondly to tho oxtinotiou of Slavery and 
the Slave-trade throughout the world, held in the Friend-;' Meeting House, Dar- 
lington, the following Address was unanimously adopted : — 

To the McDihcrs oj't/ic I^adieti' Anti-Slavcnj /issi>ri(tlionx in, Xeir lhttjhii}!l, 

Dkaii Fiuknds, 

Wo have perused your touching and powerful Appeal to the Women of Groat 
Britain, with an interest which no words can adequately convey. l"hc zeal, for- 
titude, and Christian spirit you evince, are alike creditable to humanity and re- 
ligion, and have called forth our strong(>st feelings of sympathy and anxiety to 
co-operate with you in the noble work in which you are lai)oui'ing. Wo abhor 
Slavery in every sliai)e, and oppression under every form, and are one with you 
in heart and in hope, in principle and in purpose, (o ettect its extinction wherever 
it exists. 

We rejoice in the victory which the long protracted strugfrlo of Great Britain 
has achieved, in having at length succeeded to a great extent, in breaking the 
fetters of Slavery in her own Colonies. But our object is nnirertiiil freedom, — 
the breaking of every yoke, the deliverance of the oppressed, in every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation. 

We regard, therefore, with feelings of the deepest sorrow, the existence of 
Slavery and tiu' Slave-trade, with all their attendant abominations, in the South- 
ern States of America. Odious as such a system must be, under any circum- 
stances, its existence is doubly deplorable and culpable in a land calling itself 
free, and amongst a people professing the Christian name. 

►So glaring an inconsistency must injure the cause of Libt-rly in the world at 
large, whilst it all'ords to the ospouser of Inlidelity his most cogent argument 
against our holy religion. 

The heart-stirring addresses of George Thompson have been eminently instru- 
mental, in this country, in awakening feelings of abhorrence towards American 
Slavei'v. We cannot better convey to you our sentiments on the subject, than 
by saving that thev are in unison with his. 

We shall not attem))t to give vent to the feelings of regard and esteem which 
wo entertain towards this talented, eloquent, and intrejiid (diampion of the in- 
alienable rights of man. To you he needs no commendation ; and his spirit 
seeks not its solace in the contaminat(?d r(!gion of human applause. Ho aspires 
after the favour of Heaven, and we rejoice in the belief that all the hardships, 
labours, and persecutions he has undergone on behalf of suftering humanity, will 
be returned a thousand-fold into his bosom, in the rich enjoyment of that peace 
which shall be his abundant reward in time and eternity- 
Dear Sisters, — "We congratulate you on the rapid advances vvliich the cause of 
human freedom is making in your land. 

We contemplate, with peculiar delight, the powerful and salutary influonce vou 
must exert over public feeling, by tin; faithful atul fearless testimony you bear 
against the prejudices, corruptions, ami oppressions which disgrace your nation. 

Truth and humanity, reason and revelation, are on your side. Your cause 
mu.4, therefore, eveiuually triumph. We would encourage vou to persevere 
with unremitting energy, in the usi- of all Christian etlbrts, until the meridian 
splendour ot that glorious day, which shall witness the last link to be broken 
which binds the Slave,— until all the odious distinctions founded on colour .-ball 
be buried in oblivion, and the injured sons of Africa, in your land, restored to the 
full enjoyments of all the rights and privileges of humanity. 

\\ e again oiler you the heartfelt assurance, that the great personal sacrifices, 
the sufferings and persecutions, you are called upon to endure, claim our warm- 
est sympathy ; and, in conclusion, we would ferventlv commend you and your 
righteous cause to the blessing of Him in the counsels of whose wisdom it 'is to 
crown your etlbrts with victory, 

(Signed, on behalf of the Meeting), l^LIZABETH PEASE. 

JLSSE ELIZABETH WEMYSS. 

December 14, 1836. 
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No. 111. 

PuEJUDicE AGAINST Coi.ouu, or a Spirit of loathinn^ and hatred towards the 
negro, is one of the distinguishing sins of America. Tlicre is, in America, an 
arixtocrfici/ more cKclusive, more oppressive, more tenacious, and more offensive, 
tlnm liny aristocracy that ever existed in the old world. It is an aristocracy 
wliose chiims rest upon the hue of the skin, the texture of tlie hair, and tlic con- 
figuration of certain parts of the body : — it is a straight-liaired, pale-faced, short- 
lioek'd, liigh-nosed aristocvacy. it derides the commandment, " Thou shalt love 
lliy neighbour as thyself." It blots from the sacred page the fraternizing truth 
that " Ood hath made of one bhxxl all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth." It denies to the Gospel the power of elevating the descend- 
ant of Africa to the level of the white man upon the same continent. It makes 
niiiiistcrs of Christ unbelievers, — opposers of the spirit and power of Christianity. 
It would renounce the Saviour of the world, if it were demonstrated, that, when 
oil i-arth, he tabernacled in the body or" a coloured man. It has cast over the 
vision of otherwise clear-sighted and excellent men, a film so thick, that they 
cannot see into the obligations laid upon them by the AYord of God. ^^ hen you 
talk of positive commands: — of the duties of man to man, — and, of members of 
a Chri.-itian Church, one towards another, — prejudice talks of " divine ordina- 
tion ;'' — " primitive, inherent, invincible antipathies;" — " the necessity of keep- 
injf the races distinct and unminglcd," Sec. &c. Sec. This prejudice has jioisoned 
the waters of benevolence at the fountain-head. Every syvn])athy expressed, 
every etl'ort made in reference to the coloured population, is polluted and de- 
based by this unholy and cruel jjrinciple. The scheme of colonization had its 
origin in this aversion to the coloured man, and has been sustained and nouri>hed 
by it. V. hen the sinfulness of hating the negro is seen and felt, the scheme of 
expatriation will be at an end. What is the language of this prejudice in the 
lip? of the most benevolent of those whose souls have been chilled and conti acted 
by its withering touch ? The free coloured people are "a greater .stisance 
than even slaves themselves ;" — a i:ile excrescence upon society ; — a cuj-"pk and 
eoxTA(;io>; wherever they reside ; — an anomalous race of beings, t/u' im.ii de- 
prrtrcd upon curt/i ; — a mifdcw upon our fields ; — a stain upon our escutcheon ; — 
the must abandoned race on earth ; — scarcely reached in their debasement by the 
ht.'avenly light. Is this vilencss, depravity, uid debasement, attributed to op- 
pression exercised by the whites? — to the injuries, moral, political, and social, 
inllieted by the whites ?— to the locking up of the ]5ible : — to the universal con- 
tempt in which they are held, and tlie ten thousand persecutions they are com- 
l»elled to endure ? — persecutions calculated to drive them to despair, and quench 
the last spark of generous feeling or self-respect, even the desire to live in such 
a land of blighting despotism ? Are these things assigned as the true or pro- 
bable causes of the alleged unsightliness and moral leprosy of the coloured 
population? Nothing of the kind. They have a flattering unction for their 
sou''^, — a powerful but most unscriptural antidote to the precepts of the Gospel, 
and tne ])romptings of an awakened conscience, "^rhey say, — " Sicveuk m;ci:s- 
siTV places them (the free negroes) in a class of degraded beings : — Ciuhsti- 
ANiTv cannot do for them here wluit it will do for them in Africa. This is not 
the tault of the coloured man, nor of the white man, but an onniNATiox or 
1 lioviDKNcK, and no mitre to he c/ianr/eil ilutn tlie laws of nature" " In the 
■plii/sivid orijanlzathm of his frame we meet on insiirninuiitalih- hairier ecen to 
(ijijiniar/i to hocial iNTKifcoi Hsi:, and in the Eiji/ptian co/onr which nature has 
stamped on his features, a p) int-iple of re}Hdsion so strong as to Jhrlii<l the idea 
f'< A cuMMrNioN, r.rriiKu or iNTKursT or of fkkmnc, ^-^v utiir/i/ iddiorreni." 
^nu'h i> the ])hilosophy, and such the religion of prejudice. What shall be said 
of casie ill Jiniia, while the jaundice of prejudice aiHicts the souls of Christian- 
'^'•d Americans? If Christianity can break the cords of caste on the banks of 
the GRnges, then (the colonizationists of America being judges) it can accom- 
plish in India v.hat it cannot effect in America! () ! infamous libel upon the rc- 
iiginn of .lesus, the frioul of publicans and sinners ! 

\^ hen the Agent of the American Colonization Society was in this country, 
eng;jged in tb-? vvo?k of T.Tri«ct^ f-rnds and I■ulistTT:5- -'^5i■itish sympathy (tordgn 
Mitertereiice 1 1), he constantly represented the objects of the Society to be, — 



" the final and entire abolition of slavery," — and the *' spread of Christianity 
and civilization amoni? the fifty millions of benighted Africa." * IIow widely 
he differed from the Hon. Henry Clay, one of the founders of the Society, aud 
now its Prcsklenf, will be ascertained by a perusal of the following extract fromu 
letter, addressed by Mr Clay to the Rev. 11. R. Gurley, on being informed of 
his appointment to the highest office in the institution : — 

'* Regarding the American Colonization Society as the onli/ practicable scheme 

for SEPAUATINO Tlli: KlJKOPKAN DESCENDANTS Upon this Continent FIIOM THK 

People of Colouu, the descendants of Africans, with their own consent, and 
of ultimately effecting a more extensive sepakation op the two uaces, with 
the consent of the States and individuals interested," &e. &c. 

With this explicit avowal of the object of the Society by " the Hon. Henry 
Clay, its c/uif))pi<m,"'\ the Society ought, in common sincerity, to change its title, 
and henceforth stand out before the world in its true character, as the 

*' AMERICAN SOCIETY 

roil the 

SEPARATION OF THE RACKS." 



No. IV. 

Extracts from " An Address to the Presbyterians of Kentucky, proposing a 
plan for the Instruction and Emancipation of their Slaves. 15y a Committee of 
the Synod of Kentucky — 

" Slavery is not the same all the world over ; and to ascertain its character in 
any particular state or country, we must examine the constituents and effects of 
the kind o/.s/urcrr/ which there exists. The system as it exists among us, and is 
constituted by our laws, con.^kt^ of three distinct parts, — a deprivation of the riyht 
of property, a deprivuLum of personal Uherty, and a deprivation nf personal scciirifi/. 
In all its parts it is, manifestly, a violation of the laws of God, as revealed by the 
light of nature, as well as the light of revelation. 

" Not only has the slave no right to his wife and cliildren, he has no right even 
to himself. His very body, his muscles, his bones, his fli-sh, are all the property 
of another. The movements of his limbs are regulated by the will of a n'.aster. 
Ho may be sold, like a beast of the field, — he may be transported, in chains, like 
a felon. If it be a violation of the rights of nature to deprive men of their puli- 
tical freedom, the injustice is surely much more flagrant, when we rob them of 
personal liberty. The condition of a subject is enviable compared with the con- 
dition of a slave. We are shocked at the despotism exercised over the Poles. 
But theirs is a political yoke, and is light compared with the heavy personal 
yoke that bows down the two millions of our coloured countrymen. Does Eu- 
ropean injustice lose its foul character, when practised with aggravations in 
America ! 

" Our system, as established by law, arms the master with power to prevent 
his slave from worshipping God according to the dictates of his own conscience. 
The owner of human beings among us may legally restrain them irom assemblntg 
to hear the instructions of divine truth, or even from ever uniting their hearts 
aiid voices in social prayer and praise to Him who created them. God alone is 
Lord over the conscience. Yet oui- system, defrauding alike our Creator and 
our slaves, confers upon men this prerogative of Deity. A^rgmuent is unneces- 
sary to show the guilt and madness of such a system. And do we not partici- 
pate in its criminality if we uphold it ? 

" Cruelty may be carried to any extent, provided life be spared. Mangling, 
imprisonment, starvation, every s[)ecies of torture may be inflicted on him, and 
he has no redress. 13ut, not content with thus laying the body of the slave de- 
fenceless at the foot of the master, our system proceeds still further, and strips 



* Sfo Tamplilct r.irciil.iicd hy I'.iliutt ("rr.'son, Kfq. ptibli-bofl by John Miller, London, is,";! 

T WorUs of Mr Cie.'sun. 
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liim, in a great measure, of all protection against the inhumanity of any otha- 
white man who may choose to maltreat him. The laws prohibit the evidence of 
a slave against a white man from being received in a court of justice. So that 
wantonness and cruelty may be exercised by any man with impunity upon these 
unfortunate people, provided none witness it but those of their own colour. In 
(h'^'*ribillg such a condition, we may well adopt the language of sacred writ : 
* juuj^ment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar oif; for truth is 
fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. And the Lord saw it, and it dis- 
pleased him that there was no judgment.' 

" Such is the essential character of our slavery. Without any crime on the 
part oi its unfortunate subjects, they are deprived for life, and their posterity 
after them, of the righ t to property, of the right to liberty, and of the right to 
personal seeuri.\y. These odious features are not the excrescences upon the 
system — they ?.ve ihe system itself — they are its essential con9tit\xent parts. And 
t an any man believe that such a thing as this is not sinful — that it is not hated 
by God — and ought not to be abhorred and abolished by men V" 



No. V. 

The following will show the manner in which Anti- Slavery petitions are at 
present treated in the United States Congress : — 

Scene in the House of Represeiitatives on the Vresentation of a Ladies' Petition for 
the AboVdion of Slavery and the Slave-trade at the Seat of Government. — From 
the National Intelligencer of January 9, 1837. 

Mr John Quincy Adams, ex-President of the United States, said, he would 
have the honour of presenting to the house the petition of 228 women, the wives 
and daughters of his immediate constituents ; and as a part of the speech which 
lie intended to make, he would take the liberty of reading the petition. It was 
not long, and would not consume much time. 

Mr Glascock objected to the reception of the petition. 

Mr A. proceeded to read, that the petitioners, inhabitants of South Weymouth, 
in the State of Massachusetts, impressed with the sinfulness of slavery, and keen- 
ly aggrieved by its e\i»tence in a part of our country over which Congress" 

Mr Pinckney rose to a question of order. Had the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts a right, under rule, to read the petition? 

The Speaker said, the gentleman from Massachusetts had a right to make a 
statement of the contents of the petition. 

Mr Pinckney desired the decision of the Speaker as to whether a gentleman 
had a right to read a petition. 

Mr Adams said, he was reading the petition as a part of his speech, and he took 
tills to be one of the privileges of a member of the house. It was a privilege 
which he would exercise till ho should be deprived of it by some positive act. 

i he Speaker repeated that the gentleman from Massachusetts had a right to 
make a brief statement of the contents of the petition. It was not for the Speaker 
to decide whether thai brief statement should be made in the gentleman's own 
language, or whether he should look over the petition, and take his statement 
from that. 

Mr Adams — At the. time my friend from South Carolina 

i he Spealv- i- said, tl.p. gentleman must proceed to state ihc contents of the 
petition. 

Mr Adams — 1 am doing so, sir. 

llie Spt aker — Not in the opinion of the chair. 

Mr Adams — I was at this point of the petition — " Keenly aggrieved by its 
f xisicuce in a part of our country over which Congress possesses exclusive juris- 
fliciiou in all cases whatever" 

I'oud cries of " Order, order." 

Mr A. proceeded — " Do most earnestly petition ynur honourable body" 



Mr Chambers of Kentucky rose to a point of order. 

Mr A. proceeded " Immediately to abolish slavery in the district of Co- 
lumbia,". 

Mr Chambers reiterated his call to order, and the Speaker told Mr Adams to 
take his seat. 

Mr A. proceeded (with great rapidity of enunciation, and in a very loud tone 
of voice). — " And to declare any human being free who sets foot upon its soil," 

Mr Chambers insisted on his point of order, and the Speaker again, with great 
earnestness of manner, told the gentleman from Massachusetts to take his seat. 

Whereupon Mr A. yielded the floor. 

[The confusion in the Hall at this time was so great that scarcely a word could 
be heard by the reporters. J 

i» 

The Speaker presented, in writing, the substance of his decision, that it was 
not in order for a member to read the whole petition if objected to, but that he 
had only the right to make a " brief statement of the contents thereof." 

Mr Adams said, he proposed to withdraw his appeal, in order to save the time 
of the House, if the gentleman from Kentucky would permit him to complete his 
" brief statements of the contents" of the petition. It was indeed so brief, that 
to read the petition in its own language was the briefest statement that could be 
made. 

Mr A. then read from the petition, that the petitioners " respectfully announ- 
ced their intention to present the same petition yearly before this honourable 
body, that it might at least be a memorial in the holy cause of human freedom, 
that they had done what they could." 

These words were read amidst tumultuous cries for order from every part of 
the House. And order having at length been restored, 

Mr Adams withdrew his appeal. 

[The district of Columbia contains a population of between 7000 and 8000 
slaves, and is, besides, a great depot for slaves. Packets, fitted up as slave-ships, 
are advertised to sail regularly from the port of Alexandria, in the district of Co- 
lumbia, to New Orleans, the great slave-market for Louisiana. 



No. VI. 

OUR RIGHT TO INTERFERE WITH AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

The following just and eloquent remarks, contain an admirable reply to the 
objections so frequently urged against foreign interference. The extract is from 
a speech recently delivered by the Rev. Andrew Someuville, of Dumbarton, at 
public meeting in Paisley : — 

" Mankind, sir, form one great family. God has made of one blood all the 
nations of the earth. The division of nations is a conventional arrangement ; and 
in the imposition of taxes, and all those matters which are strictly national, we 
are not to go beyond the boundaries within which the empire is confined. Rut in 
the exercise of those great principles and feelings which respect the whole human 
race, and which are al)nve ail conventional law, wc are to disregard these boun- 
daries, and to seek t'lo w elfare of all mankind. The display'^ of what may be 
called national benevolence, and the influence which that is exerting u|)on sur- 
rounding countries, is one of tl;e most delightful features of modern society. We 
all know the power which tlie bright example of a good man has upon those 
around him. Tiie stendy light of his intelligence, virtue, and pietv. held up 
daily to the view of others, exerts upon them an exciting and moulding influence. 
It checks the vicious, and stimulates and encourages "the virtuous. " The same 
principle is applicable to nations, oach of which has a peculiar character. When 
a ]ieople becomes distinguished for intelligence, sobriety, and virtue; and when 
their institutions, free and generous in their nature, are righteously administered, 
the name and the example of that people must have a commanding'influence upon 



other nations. This iiiliiicnce may be put forth indirectly or more directly, ft 
may operate indirectly : for as the public character of an eminent man conveys 
silently and powerfully reproof to the bad, and excitement to the good ; so the 
deeds of an enlightened and virtutuis people, published to the world, will gradu- 
ally awaken in those that hear of them the desire of liberty, and induce them to 
roibrm their institutions, and make them more agreeable to the rights of man, 
and the demands of advancing civilization. ]]ut this influence may be put forth 
more directly. It may be put forth in the way of friendly remonstrance and 
solemn expostulation. As one is not to suffer sin upon his brother, but is in 
anywise to reprove him, so the inhabitants of one country may, according to the 
S^reat laws of humanity, justly and legitimately expostulate with another, and 
endeavour to prevail upon them to remove those things which are a stain upon 
our common nature. And be it remarked, sir, that the peojile who refuse to 
exert this benevolent influence, or those who refuse to be atlected by it, maintain 
the narrow and bigottcd opinion, that our sympathies, and feelings, and opera- 
tions, are to be confined within the spots which rivers and mountains mark out 
as the limits of kingdoms, and that we are to feel for and seek the good of those 
that dwell on this bank of the river, but dare not extend our sympathies and in- 
fluence to those that dwell on the other. Wc plead not here, though we con- 
ceive that in certain cases wc might safely do so, for one nation in its political 
capacity interfering with another in its ])olitical and independent capacity ; but 
we plead for the rights of humanity — for the free and unlettered operation of 
benevolence — and for the lawfulness of one class of men exerting a moral and 
persuasive iniluence upon the minds and conduct of another. 'J'his species of 
public benevolence, or, if you will, of interference with the affairs of others, 
which is beginning to be developed in our times, and from the growing energy 
of which we anticipate the best results to our world, is founded upon high and 
ancient principles. We have authority for it which the good will not controvert. 
^Vllat, sir, is the dictate of that law which binds the whole family of man ? It is. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 13ut who is our neighbour ? Is it only 
the man who resides in the same tov»n with us, or who is the subject of the same 
government ? Dare we not extend this love to him who lives beyond the national 
boundary ? What was the interpretation of this law which lie gave, whose name 
and nature is love, and who, in his own conduct, exhibited an embodied example 

of pirffct vii-tue V He adduced as the neighbour a stranger — a hated stranger 

and gave as the fullilment of this law the kindness done by a subject of one na- 
tion to a subject of another. And did the good Samaritan, when he saw the 
•low lying in his blood, ask the permission of the Sanhedrim, the supreme court 
of tlio nation, to extend to liim tlie hand of relief? Did he wait till that court 
.=l!ould sanction his interference ? No : he looked into his own heart, and he read 
thoro the fragment of a law higher than the authority of the Sanhedrim, and imme- 
diately he gave relief to his wounded neighbour : 'and the Judge of all said that 
he did right. And shall we, who know the command with which that parable is 
closed, ' Go thou and do likewise,' wait for the sanction of the American Con- 
gi ess, before wo express our sympathy for the enslaved sons of Africa, and at- 
t('m])t, by moral persuasion, to procure their liberty ? 1"he spirit of the Gospel 

inculcates the same conduct. When the Saviour, the friend of man, was leavin"- 

this .- . - n 



iHs world, did he take the map of the earth, and command his disciples to re- 
p<'ct the boundaries of nations ? Did he say, go and disciple this people, but 
'-'Ware of crossing this line, and preaching tlie Gospel among that people ? No, 
-ir, his love embraced all kindreds of men ; and he said, go ye into all the world, 
and jn-oach the Gospel to every creature. The world, then— the whole world, is 
the tield in v.hich our sympathies, our benevolence, and our love are to operate. 
Ammated by these exalted principles and feelings, let us arise, and, with united 
voices, tell our brethren in America, that they should give freedom to their bond- 
mra. Let us not take up tbo attitude of denunciation. Kcmembering our own 
iiwk, let us beware of that. jSut let us tell them that we have repented of our 
«n ; and, as an evidence of our repentance, that we have paid twenty millions for 
the ivcedora of our slaves. Let us calmly, affectionately, and earnestly reraon- 
Hriite wiih them on the guilt and inconsistency of their conduct; let us intimate 
to thein that there are tiiousands and millions in this country who, animated by 
the ^pim of Mr Tiiompson, and disposed to second his efforts, have resolved that 
they will not rest till slavery has been abolished in all parts of the earth. Let 
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U!^ say, that, as froemen, we fu'el ashamed of their conduct ; that we feel that tlie 
(rause of liberty — dear to both nations — is injured by their holding slaves, and 
that the bondage which exists among them is a fetter on the riglit hand of their 
strength. Let us tell them that there is much oppression and tyranny in other 
nations, and that we desire their aid in working out the freedom of the human 
race, but that w^e cannot call u]ion them to co-operate with us in this roble en- 
terprise, till they have liberated their own slaves, and have sounded the Jubilee 
Trumpet of freedom through all their States. Oh, sir, did that groat nation, 
whose exertions in the cause of the Gospel are so splendid and so meritorious, 
break and cast away for ever the fetters of thraldom, and embrace in the bosom 
of love her black and coloured subjects, what an energy would her appeals in be- 
half of freedom possess ! Britain and America united in the cause of liberty and 
virtue, would soon .achieve, by their moral influence and elForts, the emancipa- 
tion of the world. 

It appears, sir, from that touching letter of the free coloured African, which 
Mr Thompson road, that the free people of colour have societies, the object of 
which is to pray for the freedom of their enslaved brethren. Let us unite with 
them in this. Let us surround the throne of mercy, and seek that the God of the 
families of the whole earth would, in his providence, burst the fetters of those in 
servitude, and make them go free. And as our prayers ascend to Him who holds in 
his hand the hearts of all men, and who turns the\n as he pleases, He will pour 
out in such measure the influences of that Spirit, of whom it is said, that where 
the Spirit of the T^ord is, there is liberty ; that by his transforming energy, the 
master may be freed fi-om the dominion of fiery passions, and the slave from the 
bondage to which he is subjected, and both blessed with the liberty and the jny 
which Christ gave to the sons of God. 
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